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and increased compensation under this section be, and the 
game is hereby, appropriated. 


The amendments of the committee of confer- 
ence make it read: 


sec. —. And beit further enacted, That there be appro- 
priated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, a sum sufficient to pay the clerks and em- 
piwyees of the Government for the year ending the 30th of 
june, 1855, such additional compensation as they may be 
entitled to receive under the act of 22d April, 1854, entitled 
« An act to amend the third section of the act making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Gov- 
ernment for the year ending 30th of June, 1854, and for other 
purposes,”” and where additional compensation is not other- 
wise provided for: Provided, That all laborers in the em- 
ployment of the Executive Departments of the Government || 
in the eity of Washington shall receive an annual salary || 
of e480 each: Provided, further, That the Postmaster 
General be allowed, in addition to his present number, 
three clerks of class two, and two of class three; that the 
Attorney General be allowed, in addition to his present 
pumber, one clerk of class one, two of class two, and one 
of class three; that the Secretary of the Treasury be al- | 
jowed in the First Auditor’s office, in addition to the present 
number, two clerks of class one; in the Sixth Anditor’s 
effice, in addition to the present number, seven clerks of 
class one, and one shall be taken from class three and put 
in class four ; and in the Treasurer’s office one clerk shall 
be taken from class two and one from class three, and put 
in class four; and that the Secretary of State be allowed, 
jn addition to his present number of clerks, two at an an- 
nual salary of $1,200 each, one at an annual salary of 
$1,400, and one at an annual salary of $1,600; and the 
money necessary to pay the compensation and increased 
compensation under this section be, and the same is here- |+ 
by, appropriated. 


The twenty-third amendment of the Senate, 
from which it is proposed to recede, was to in- 
crease the appropriation for the watchmen of the | 
north east Executive Building from $2,250 to || 
$2,400; but the receding is on condition that the || 
ee for salary of the Register of the 

reasury, and the clerks and messengers in his | 
office, be increased from $36,950 to $41,750. 

It is proposed that the House recede from their 
disagreement to the following Senate amendments, } 
and that they be adopted: 


For the preservation of the collections of the Exploring 
Expedition : 


For compensation of keepers, watchmen, and laborers, 
$2,980 ; j 
$2,980; 


For contingent expenses, $100. 


One hundred and second: Increase the appro- | 
6 for annual repairs and fixtures of custom- || 
ouses, from $30,501 59 to $43,001 59. 


One hundred and fifteenth: Increase the appro- || 
priation for salaries of keepers and assistant keep- || 
ers of light-houses on the Pacific coast, from 
$16,200 to $21,600, and to allow them each $800 | 
instead of $600 per annum. | 


One hundred and fifty-fifth. Insert: 


For grading done by order of Ignatius Mudd, late Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings, in reservation 17, between 
Third street east and New Jersey avenue, $484 89. 


One hundred and sixty-first. Insert: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of | | 
the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed || 
to cause to be constructed the following buildings : 

At New Orleans, Louisiana, a marine hospital, to cost 
not more than $248,000; and when said hospital shall have 
been eompleted, the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause 
the old hospital at New Orleans to be sold, and the pro- 
Pam thereof to be placed in the Treasury of the United 

es. 


At Detroit, Michigan, a marine hospital, to cost not more 
than $75,000. 

At Pensacola, Florida, a marine hospital, to cost not 
more than $20,000. 

At Burlington, in the a of Iowa, a marine hospital, 
to cost not more than $15,000. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the several sums 
mentioned in the preceding section as the cost of the build- 


} 
| 
} 
} 





| 


ings therein authorized to be constructed, together with ten | 
per cent. thereon, to cover the compensation of architects, | 


superintendence, advertising, and other contingent ex- 
penses, and so much as may be required to purchase suit- 
able sites for said buildings, be, and the same are hereby, 
appropriated for the purposes aforesaid, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated: Provided, That 
no money hereby appropriated shall be used or applied for 
the purposes mentioned, until a valid title to the land for 


the site of such buildings, in each case, shall be vested in | 
the United States, and until each State shall also duly re- | 


lease and relinquish to the United States, the right to tax 
of in any way assess said site, or the property of the United 
States that may be thereon, during the time that the United 
States shall be or remain the owner thereof. 

One hundred and sixty-fifth. Insert: 

Sec. —, 4nd be it further enacted, That the collections 
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of the Exploring Expedition, now in the Patent Office, be 
placed under the care and management of the Commis- 
sioner of Patents, who is hereby authorized to employ one 
principal keeper of said collections, at an annual salary of 
$900, one assistant keeper at an annual salary of $750, one 
night watchman at an annual salary of 9600, and two la- 
borers at an annual salary each of 3365. 


The ninety-seventh amendment of the Senate 
was to insert: 

For the completion of the custom-house at San Francisco, 
California, including all expenses of filling in, piling, 
sewers, drains, pavements, inclosure, gateways, the ex 
tinguishment of private claims for the possession of the 


whole or any part thereof, and contingencies incident 
thereto, $163,386 09. 

The committee of conference propose that the 
House recede from its disagreement to this amend- 
ment, and agree to it, provided it be so modified 
as to read: 

For extinguishment of private claims to the possession 
of the whole or any part of the custom-hause lot in San 
Francisco, $10,000, 

The one hundred and forty-fourth and one half 
amendment of the Senate, was to strike out the 
following proviso, which occurred immediately 
after the appropriation for the Capitol extension: 

Provided, That each and all persons who have been, or 
may be appointed hereafter, to disburse the money which 
is now, or may hereafter be, appropriated for the building 
or repair of any of the edifices or structures for which ap 
propriations are made in this act, and are not now required 
by law to give bond and security, shall give bond, with good 
securities, in sufficient penalty, to be approved of by the 
head of the Department under which such disbursement 
may be made, or the President of the United States, when 
the work shall be specifically under his direction. 


The committee propose that the House recede 


¢4rom its disagreement to this amendment, and 


agree to it, if it be amended so as to read: 

Provided, That any officer of the Army or Navy who has 
been, or may be, appointed hereafter to disburse the money 
which is now, or may hereafter be, appropriated for the 
erection, alteration, or repair of any of the edifices, struc- 
tures, or works for which appropriations are made in this 
act, shall be subject to all the pains, penalties, and liabilities 
contained in the provisions of the act entitled ‘‘An act to 
provide for the better organization of the Treasury, and for 
the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of 
the public revenue,” approved 6th of August, 1846. 


The one hundred and forty-sixth Senate amend- 
ment was to insert: 


For completing the bridge over the Potomac river, near 
the Little Falla, $75,000. 


The committee propose that the House recede 


‘| from its disagreement to this amendment, and 


agree to it with anamendment reducing the amount 
from $75,000 to $15,000. 


The one hundred and sixty-fourth amendment 
of the Senate was to insert: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the 30th of June, 1853, the pay of the hbrarian of Con- 
gress shall be $2,600 ; the pay of the two principal assist 
ants, each $1,800; and that of the third assistant, $1,200 ; 
and that of the messenger, $1,200. 


It is proposed that the House agree to this 


amendment, by modifying it so as to read: 
Sec. —. And he it further enacted, That the librarian 


|| of Congress shall receive $1,800, the assistant librarians 
| $1,500 each, and the messenger $1,200 per annum, and the 
| money is hereby appropriated to pay the same. 

| The one hundred and seventy-seventh amend- 
ment of the Senate was to insert: 

Src. —. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
|| the 30th of June, 1853, the annual salary of the chaplains 
|| to Congress shall be $750, and such sum additional to that 
|| elsewhere provided as may be required to pay the same to 
|} the 30th of June, 1855, is hereby appropriated out of any 
i] money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


The House disagreed to this amendment, from 
| which disagreement it is proposed they recede, on 
‘condition that the amendment be amended by 
adding to it: 

Provided, That the said sum shall be in full of all com- 
pensation to be received by said chaplains. 

The one hundred and eighty-eighth amendment 
of the Senate was to insert: 


| Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That whenever it 
| shall become necessary for the head of any department or 
| office to employ special agents, other than officers of the 
| Army or Navy, who may be charged with the disbursement 
| of the public moneys, they shall, prior to entering upon 

duty as such, give bond in such form and with such se- 
| curity as the head of the Department or office employing 
| said agent may approve. 


The House amended it by striking out the 
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words ‘‘other than officers of the Army or Navy,” 
from which it is proposed they shall recede. 

The thirty-third Senate amendment (from their 
| disagreement to which, it is proposed that the 
House shall recede) was to increase the appro- 
priation for compensation of Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, and clerks and messengers in his 
office, from $27,800 to $29,900. 

The amendment of the House to the thirty- 
fourth Senate amendment (from their disagree- 
ment to which -it is proposed the Senate shall re- 
cede) was to reduce the appropriation for com- 
pensation of the Commissioner of Pensions, and 
the clerks and messengers in his office, from 
$108,200 to $97,800. 

The amendments from which it is proposed 
the Senate shall recede without qualification, are 
as follows: 

The eleventh, which was to strike out: 

For compensation of librarian, two assistant librarians, 
and messenger, $4,500. 

And in lieu thereof insert: 

For compensation of librarian, three assistant librarians, 
and messenger, $8,000 ; 

For compensation of librarian, assistant librarians, and 
messenger, for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854, 
$2,700. 

The thirteenth, which was to insert in the clause 
for payment of salaries in the State Department, 
* chiefs of foreign desks, examiner.”’ 

The fourteenth, which was to increase the ap- 
propriation for the Secretary and Assistant Secre- 
tary of State,and clerks and messengers in that 
Department, from $38,700 to $48,250. 

The fifteenth, which was to insert: 

For additional compensation for disbursing clerk and su- 
perintendent of the northeast Executive Building, $200. 

The seventeenth, which was to strike out of the 
appropriation for extra clerk hire in the State De- 
partment, the following words: 


Said clerks to be employed only during the session of 
Congress, or when indispensably necessary to enable the 


| Department to answer some call made by either House of 


Congress at one session to be answered at another. 


The eighteenth, which was to insert: 

For services of William Hunter, commissioned as acting 
Secretary of State during the absence of Secretary Web 
ster, for strvices as such acting Secretary in 1851, 1852, and 
1853, $1,500 ; 

For paying to Asbury Dick’4s the difference between the 
compensation of head of a department and chief clerk of 
a department for the time he acted as Secretary of State, or 
Secretary of the Treasury, by appointment from President 
Jackson, to b@ ascertained by the proper accounting offi- 
cers, a sum not exceeding $2,500. 


The twenty-first, which was to insert: 


That the act approved 22d April, 1854, entitled “ An act 
to amend the third section of the act making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1854, and for other pur- 
poses,’’ shall be so construed as in regard to increased com- 
pensation for the fiscal year ending the 30th June last, to 
include within its provisions the clerks of the Department 
of State, and the clerks in the office of the Coast Survey ; 
and that the chief clerk in the State Department shall re- 
ceive the same compensation as the chief clerks in the 

' other Departments of the Government for the last fiscal 
year, and that the money necessary to carry these provis 
ions into effect, is hereby appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


The twenty-second, which was to strike out: 


For compensation of the superintendent and four watch- 
men of the northeast Executive Building, $2,250. 


The twenty-fourth, which was to strike out all 
the appropriations in the original bill for the com- 
pensation of the various officers of the Treasury 
Department, and its several bureaus, and in lieu 

| thereof insert: 
| For compensation of the Secretary of the Treasury and 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, clerks, messenger, 
and assistant messenger, in his office, $46,650; 
| For compensation of the First Comptroller, and the clerks 
| and messenger in his office, $30,050; 

For compensation of the Becond Comptroller, and the 
clerks and messenger in his office, $26,150 ; 

For compensation of the First Auditor, and the clerks 
and messengers in his office, $37,900 ; 

For compensation of the Second Auditor, and the clerks 
and messengers in his office, $36 ,100 ; 

For compensation of the Third Auditor, and the clerks 
and messengers in his office, $121,850; 

For compensation of the Fourth Auditor, and the clerks 
and messenger in his office, $29,300 ; 

For compensation of the Fifth Auditor, and the elerks 

|| and messenger in bis office, $15,550 ; 
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For compensation of the Auditor of the Post Office De. | 


partment, and the clerks, messenger, and assistant messen 
grr in his office, $163,300 ; 

Por compensation of the Treasurer of the United States 
and the clerks and two Messengers in his office, one addi 
Uonal messenger being hereby created therefor, 26,900 ; 

For compensation of the 
the clerks and messenger in hig office, 251 700; 


For compensation of the Solicitor of the Treasury, and 


the clerks and hessenger in his office, $16,850; 


Por COMPensation of Commissioner af Customs, and the 


clerks and Messenger in hia office, $19,750 ; 
For compensation 


Light House Board, $4,550. 
The twenty-fifth, which was to insert: 


For additional compensation for disbursing clerks and 
BUPErintendentg Of Executive Building, Provided in the third 


act 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatie expenses 


vection Of the act of 3d March, 1853, entitled “ An 


of Government for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854,’ 
for the Treasury Department, $600. 


The twenty-sixth, which was to insert: 


For revision of the revenue laws already made, and a re- 


port showing the changes and alterations therein, $5,000, 


The ren ty ninth, which was to reduce the ap- | 
or the Secretary of the Interior, and 


his Office, from | 


Propriation 
the clerka and messengers jin 
29.800 to $28, 40. 


I'he thirtieth, which was to insert, as one of the 
items of contingent expenses of the office of the 
Interior, * for pay of laborers, 


Becretary of the 
$1,095 , 
The thirty-first, which was 


of the General Land 


he thirty-second, which was to 
$3,000, and insert $2,190 in the item for compen- 
sation of six laborers in the General Land Office. 
The thirty-seventh, which was to insert: 
For additional compensation for disbursing clerks and 


SUperiniendents of Executive Buildings 
third rection of 


making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex 
pours of the Government for the 
une, 1854, for the Department of the Interior, F600. 


The thirty-ninth, which was to insert: 


For the annual compensation of a librarian, to be ap- 
pointed by the Commissioner of Patents, the Sum of $1,600, 


the amount now allowed by law to clerks of the third class, 
to be paid out of the patent fund, 


The forty-fifth, which was to increase the amount 


appropriated for compensation of the Secretary of | 
ar, and his clerks and messengers, from $20,750 | 


to $22,650. 


The forty-sixth, which Proposed a similar in- 


crease in the office of the Adjutant General from 
$11,600 to $14,750. 


he forty-seventh, which was to strike out 
$14,000, and insert $16,350 in the appropriations | 


e forty-eighth, which 
$10,900 to $12,350 
pensation of the clerks an 
of the Paymaster General. 

The forty-ninth, which was to Strike out $8,000, 


ropriation for the com- 
messenger in the office 


and insert $9,350 in the item: “ For compensation | 


of the clerks and in the office of the 
ommissary General of Subsistence. 
The fiftieth, Which was to 
$7,400 in the clause: ‘* For compensation of the 


clerks and messenger in the office of the Chief 
Engineer,’”’ 


The fifty-first, which Was to increase the appro- 


priation for those employed in the Surgeon Gen- 
eral’s office from $4,400 to $5,150. 


The fifty-second, which was to increase the ap- 
Propriation for the 


from $5,600 to $9,980. 


The fifty-third, which was to substitute $12,150 | 
for $10,400 in the &ppropriation for the clerks and 


messenger in the Office of Colonel of Ordnance. 

The fifty-fifth, which was to insert: 

For additional compensation for disbursing clerk and 
superintendent of Executive Building, Provided in ty 
Fection of the act of the 34 of March, 853, entitled « An 
act making ®8ppropriations for the civil and diplomati 


ce ex. 


paneee of Government, for the year ending the 30th of June, 
» $200, 


854," for the War Department 


The fifty-ninth, which was to increase the item 

** for compensation of the Secretary of the Navy 

and the clerks, messenger, and i 
ger in his Office,” from $27,000 to $28,700. 

he sixtieth, which was to substitute $11,650 


in place of $10,800, as the "PPropriation for the | 


compensation of the Chief of the Bureau of Ord- 


nance and Hydrography and his clerks and mes- | 


sengers. 





Register of the Treasury, and 


of the clerks and messenger of the | 


to increase the ap- 
Propriation for compensation of the Commissioner 


Office, and all the Officers | 
employed in that office, from $139,500 to $165,050. 


Strike out 


» Provided in the | 
the act of 3d March, 1853, entitled «« An act 


year ending the 3uth of | 


increase from | 


substitute $8,150 for | 


clerks and messenger in the | 
Office of the Colonel of Topographical Engineers, 





The 8ixty-first, which was to make a similar 
|| increase, from $13,700 to $14,850, in regard to the 
| Bureau of Yards and Docks. 
The sixty-second, which provided for a like 
C 


increase, from $20,800 to $22,550, in the Bureau 
of C i 


| 
i] 
|| of Repairs. 
| The Sixty-third, which provided for the substi- 
tution of $8,150 instead of $7,300, in the appro- 
Priation for the compensation of the clerks and 
Messenger in the Bureau of Provisions and Cloth- 
Ing, 

The sixty-fourth, which wasto strike out $7,900, 
and insert $8,350 in the appropriation for the 
salaries of the Chief of the Bureau of Medicine 


and Surgery, and the clerks and messenger in hig 
Office. 


The sixty-sixth, which was to insert: 


For additional for disbursing clerk and superintendent 
of Executive Building, Provided in the third section of the 
act of the 3d of March, 1853, entitled. « An act making ap- 
I] Propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Goy- 
ernment, for the year ending the 
the Nayy Department, $200, 


The sixty-eighth and sixty-ninth, which were 
|| © increase the appropriation 
the Postmaster 


| 
i 
} 
| 
| 






, 


30th of June, 1854,” for 
General, three Assistant Post- 


partment, from $124,400 to $150,150. 
The seventieth, which was to insert: 





4Xecutive Building, Provided in the third section of the act 
of the 3d of March, 1853, entitled «« An act making appro- 


ment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854,” fog the 
Post Office Department, $200. 


The Seventy-first, which wag to insert: 


For compensation of three watchmen for the Post Office 
Building, $1,800. 


The eightieth, which was to insert: * 
For the Payment of Richard H. Weightman for mileage 
and per diem compensation for the second session, Thirty- 


First Congress, 48 4n agent claiming to be a Senator elect 
from New Mexico, $2,460. 
| 


The eighty-first, which was a 


Provision that 
| the salaries ‘of Governor and Superintendent of 
| Indian affairs in 


Washington Territory should 
|| be increased to $2,000 each per annum. 


|| The eighty-fourth, which was to insert: 


|| the Territory of Washington, and to make detailed eXamin- 
i i i > $10,000. 
The eighty-fifth and eighty-sixth, which were 
to insert: 
|| _ For the erection of public buildings in the 
Kansas and Nebraska, to be expended under the direction 
| Of the Governors thereof, respectively, $25,000 for each 


é act for the Orguni- 
zation Of said Territories, as located the Seat of govern. 


ment of Kansas at Fort Leavenworth, is here by repealed. 


For libraries at the seat of £overnment of each of the 
Territories of Kansas and Nebraska, under such regula- 


tions as shall be Prescribed by law, $5,000 for each of said 
Territories, 

The eighty-seventh, which was to increase the 
salary of the chief justice of the Supreme Court 
to $7,000, and that of the assocj 
|| $6,500 each. 

he eighty-ninth, which wag to increase the 
®ppropriation for Salaries of the Attorney General, 
and clerks, and messenger in hig office, from 
$12,300 to $19,900. 

he ninetieth, which was to amend the r 
vision ®ppropriating $1,300 for Salary of the re. 
porter of the upreme Court by Providing that 








j 
| 
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| 
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he ninety-ninth and one hundred and third, | 
which were to Strike out the clauses providin 
that no money should be *“ppropriated under this 
act for Custom-houses and marine hospitals until | 


Hi the State, in which such building IS to be com- 


he site of such 





hat no part 
title to the land 
i first secured to the 
i] ; 
| The one hundred and tenth, which was to in- 
| Sert: 
And the Secretary of the Treasury shal! be authorized to 
il 


eee 


for compensation of | 


masters General, and the clerks, &c., of that De- 


! 
For additional for disbursing clerk and superintendent of 


Priations for the Civil and diplomatic expenses of Govern. || 


Territories of || 


ate justices to | 


&ppoint some Suitable person to act as inspector of drugs |; 


to add to the appropriations for S8alarj aa 
ministers of the nited States at foreion te 
the following proviso: ™ ™ 


Provided, That the salaries of the Ministers to ¢ 

ritain and France shail be hereafter at the rate ofa. 
per annum ; and that hereafter, Outfits of Ministers to Gn 
Britain and France shall not be allowed, wea 


The one hundred and eighteenth, Which was, 
insert: * 


: For salary of aclerk of the United States legation u 
Paris, 3500, { 


|, The one hundred and nineteenth, Which was , 
insert: 


For outfit of the Commissioner to the Sandwich Islang, 
500 7 


” . 


The one hundred and twenty-first, Which “ 
_ to add after the Clause, ** For the relief and pry, 
tection of American Seamen, and seamen bel». 


ing to American vesselg in foreign Countries 
$125,000,” the following: 


And to enable the diplomatic and consular FeDresentatis, 
of the United States, in foreign countries, to Afford pejs 
to, and provide the means of returning home, to SUCH ej 
zens of the United States, in foreign Countries, a5 115, 

| have been reduced to a state of destitution Of the NECexss. 
ries of life, by shipwreck or the necessary aivay, 


| titute in foreign countries, in consequence of Shipwrecy. 
| disease, or any other casualty, $20,000, 


The one hundred and twenty-third, Which wa, 
| to insert: 


For payment to Blythe & Co., of Port Louis, in the [slang 

of Mauritius, the Suin of $7,854 50, it being the amount o/ 
two bills of exchange drawn upon the Departinent Of Stay 
by George M, Farnum, commercial agent, j 

| ©xpenses incurred in relieving destitute Ameri 
which drafts were cashed by said Blythe & Co, 


The one hundred and twenty-eighth, Whick 
| Was to insert: 


To enable the Secretary of State to reimburse to Edwar 

| Riddle sueh 5uMs as shall be Satisfactorily Shown to hay 
been expended by him, or which said 
obligated himself to ay 
| at the I 


be necessary, $26 (00: Provides 
|| That no Portion of the payments made, pro rata, by com 
| tributors at said exhibition shall be regarded as withiy 
1 @ppropriation. 


|, The one hundred and fortieth, which wa: 4 
| insert: ‘ 
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Great Britain, from the Lake of i 
| Woods to the Pacific ocean, for marking the forty. ning 
| parallel, and for such survey as may be necessary to fir wil 
}| boundary between the main and Vancouver?s Island, ag 
| including the compensation of the officers and others e 
| Ployed in the work, $242,170, ; 


The one hundred and forty-eighth, which ys 
to insert; 


For continu 
|! cities of Washington and Georgetown, $500,000 : Provide, 
'| That no part of the sum hereby appropriated shall be «. 
i i " Washington and Georg 
hem, shall appropriate and pay @ 
‘| amount equal to one fourth of said sum for the Same pw 


| POrtion of all future appropriations ; and full power anf 
i Corporations, res 
loan or otherwise, any sum of mow 


| make the appropriation herein required ; and the said» 

i] Porations of Washington and Georgetown, and the inh 

d Cities respectively, or the Corporsint 

| making the “ppropriation, and the inhabitants of such cs 
shall be authorized to use the surplus water which) may 
brought by the Washington aqueduct, after supplying & 
Gover 


in Washington, under svt 


‘| £eneral rules and regulations as may hereafter be preserid 


| by Congress ; and each of Said Corporations shall have 5 
| right to charge and collect of the inhabitants of such ¢ 
such reasonabl: tax Or rent for the use of the water as wi 
i ~ regular payment of the interest, one 6 
gradual payment of the Principal, of any money which of 
| be raised under the authority hereby given. 


| The one hundred and fifty-third, which we! 
| insert: 
For fuel for the President's House, $1,000. 


|, The one hundred and fifty-fourth, which wa! 


| insert: 


For a furnace keeper at the President's House, $365 


| The one hundred and sixty-third, which was 
| add: 


Src. —. And be it further enacted, That the page 
| of the second Section of the act of 224 of April, 1854," 
| tled © An act to amend the third section of the act mak 
| 4ppropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses . , 
ernment for the year ending the 30th June, 1854. 
other purposes,’”? be, and the same are hereby, sig 088 
) And from and after the Ist day of July, 1854, the as 


| 
} 
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of ~~ stamp and blank agent for the Post Office De- || 


pre The one handred and seventy-second, which 
vent shall be the same as clerks in the Departments of was to insert: 
— cond class 5 and that of the clerk in the office of the : 


tir issioner of Public Buildings the same as clerks of the || : 
Com and the Secretaries of State, Treasury, Interior, || Of the fifth section of an act entitled ‘An act making ap- 
Geet and Navy, Postmaster General, and Attorney Gen- || Propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Gov- 
W 7 ; authorized to employ one principal messengereach, || ermment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854,” and 
re nual salary of $900, in lieu of those now se em- || 8pproved 3d March, 1853, be, and they are hereby, extended * 
al ea ihe salary of all other messengers and assistant || to the branch mints and the assay office in New York, re- 
Peasenger’, including the packers in the General Land spectively. , 

Office, now authorized by law to be employed in the Exec- || ‘The one hundred and seventy-third, which was 
gtive Departments In Washington, the messenger in the to insert: 

= op of ne Commissioner of Public Buildings, doorkeeper || : 
= assistant doorkeeper at the Executive Mansion, and 
a er of the western gate, Capitol square, and the keeper || of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to employ 
xr afayette square, shall be $750 per annum; and the an- || Private establishments, or to contract with individuals for 
- | salary of the watchmen employed at the Capitol, Pres refining gold bullion, if he shall deem it expedient so to do: 
arn House, and the Executive Departments, and the || Provided always, That the said refining shall not subject 
‘auxiliary Guards, and the watchmen of the Capitol exten- || the depositors to any greater wastage per ounce, nor to any 
sion, shall be $7505 and the public gardener shall receive || greater charge for labor, materials, and alloy, or for other 
31.400 per annum ; and the captain of the police of the || cause, than is now made, or would hereafter be incurred, 
Capitol shall receive $1,600, and each of his assistants 
@}.300 per annum; and all laborers in the employment 
of the Executive Departments in the city of Washington 
shall receive an annual salary of $480 each; and for the 
payment of the excess of the sums herein required to be | 
said over and above those elsewhere contained in this act 
for said payment, there shall be added thereto respectively 
«yeh further sums as, together, will equal the amounts || 
herein authorized, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 


The one hundred and sixty-sixth, which was || 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the provisions 


| to such regulations as the said Secretary shall deem proper 


thereof, and to prevent any loss of metal other than wast- 
age, as aforesaid. 


| was to add: 


the ‘Treasury De, and he is hereby, authorized, at his dis 


to add: || cretion, to cause advances to be withheld on deposits of | 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That all persons claim- | : r ’ 
ing any interest in, Or portion of, any grant of land derived || the Mint, the branch Mints, and the assay Office in New 
from the Spanish or Mexican Governments in Upper Cali- || York, respectively, unless such deposits be metal of stand- 
fornia, where such original grant has heretofore been pre- ard fineness, and suitable for coinage without any further 
sented to the board of land commissioners within the time refining ; and upon the coinage of such deposits so refined 
specified in the thirteenth section of the act of the 3d of || by private enterprise, and suitable for that purpose, the 
March, 1851, but who have failed to present to the said | Secretary of the Treasury, at his discretion, may charge a 
poard the evidence of their derivative title to said interest | S¢'gnorage of not more than one half per centum, nor less 
or portion from the original grantee, be, and they are hereby, than one fourth per centum, upon the value thereof. 


authorized to present the same ; and the said commissioners The one hundred and seventy-sixth which was 
are hereby directed to adjudicate the said interest or portion to add: : 


in the same manner as if it had been presented within the 

time originally prescribed by the fforesaid act of the 3d of Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That so much of the 
March, 1851, entitled ** An act to ascertain and settle the 
private land claims in the State of California.” 


The one hundred and sixty-ninth, which was 
to add: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the President | 
of the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
appoint or employ in bis official household the following | was to add: : 

Be ee ane : Wau ore _ a yearly | orn a TF eens sates ae oo a of 
salary of $2,5 who shall take charge of such officia ul Paso, e State exas, an e Territory of New 
papers as shall be confided to him, and perform such other | Mexico, be, and they are hereby, made a collection district 
duties as may be directed by the President; one clerk, ata || by the name of El Paso del Norte, and Frontera shal! be 
yearly salary of $1,600; one steward, at a yearly salary of || the place or pert of entry for said district, and a collector 
$1,000, who shall, under the direction of the President, | shall be appointed to reside thereat, with such other officers 
have charge of, and be responsible for, the plate and furni- || a8 shall be necessary. The compensation of the collector 
ture of the President’s Mansion, and shall discharge such || shall be $2,000 per annum, including the fees of his office. 
other duties as the President may assign him ; one messen- || : . 
ger, ata yearly salary of $909; and one assistant messen- \| i to hundred and seventy ninth, which was 
ger, ata yearly salary of $750. And forthe payment of the || to add: ‘ . 

Sec. —. And be it rther enacted, That the “ Act 


compensation of the said officers, during the present fiscal 
| making appropriations for the improvement of certain har 


year, the sum of $6,750, or so much thereof as may be ne- 
cessary, is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the || bors and rivers,’’? approved the 30th of August, 1852, be, 
and the same hereby is, amended by striking from the 


Treasury not otherwise appropriated. \| 
. . j »j i 7 ” > ing « oe 
The one hundred and seventieth, which was to || clause in which they occur the following words: ‘‘ by the 


} 
add | construction of a breakwater across Croaton sound.”’ 
dd: 
i 
| 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That a yearly appro- || The one hundred and eightieth and one hundred 
priation be made for the purchase of stationery, binding || and eighty-first, which were to add: 


public documents, and other contingent expenses of the || And be it further enacted, That the President of the 
Executive office, to be expended by the secretary to the i United States, by and with the advice and consent of the 
President, under the direction of the President 3 and for || Senate, shall be, and is hereby, authorized to appoint a 
that purpose, during the present fiseal year, $650 is hereby || commissioner, at the compensation of not exceeding $4,000 
appropriated > out of any money in the Treasury not other- i| per annum, to ascertain the nature, character, extent, and 
wise appropriated. : 


i 
| value of all valid claims arising in Washington and Oregon 
The one hundred and seventy-first, which was || Territories, under the treaty with Great Britain of June 15, 


New Orleans be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 


} 
| 
| 


| 
' 


to add: 1846 ; and should said claims. or any part thereof, be deemed | 


| of sufficient putic and political importance to justify or 
Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the authority | 
given by the eleventh section of the act approved March 3, | 
1853, entitled ** An act making appropriations for the civil 

and diplomatic expenses of Government for the year end- | 
ing the 30th of June, 1854,”? to the treasurer of the assay | 
office in New York to issue his certificate of the net value | 
of any bullion or coins deposited in said office is hereby | 


| direct said commissioner to agree with the claimants and 


claims on a just and fair valuation, and to pay over the 
| amount so agreed upon, on a full and entire surrender and 
relinquishment of all right, title, claim, interest, and de- 


suspended, and shall not be exercised except at such time || That none of the ae acquired under this section shall be 
or times, and during such periods as the Secretary of the | subject to donation Or preémption, but shall be sold at pub- 
Treasury shall be of opinion that the interests of the public, || 
or of those making such deposits, or the condition of the 
Treasury, render it expedient or convenient to issue such 
certificates. And whenever the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall deem it expedient, he may authorize the issuing of the 
said certificates. The receipts directed by the aforesaid 
section to be given by the treasurer of the assay office for 
any gold or silver bullion, in dust or otherwise, or for any 
foreign coin to be deposited in the said office, shall be pay- 
able at the option of the depositor, to be expressed in the | 
receipt either in coins of the same metal as that deposited, | 
(to be paid as soon as suck bullion or coin can be assayed, || 
or the value thereof ascertained either at the office of the As- || ted, payable out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
sistant Treasurer ofthe United States in New York, orat the || wise appropriated. 

Mint of the United States, as the depositor shall prefer,) or Sec.—. And be it further enacted, That in case it 
in bars, dises, or ingots, either of pure metal or of the stand- |, should be deemed inexpedient to sell said lands and im- 


commissioner, the sum bid for any particular parcel or 
piece shall be less than a fair price therefor, to be ascer- 
tained by the commissioner aforesaid ; said sales to be made 


of a purchase, a sum not exceeding $390,000 is hereby ap 


sum herein appropriated ; and for defraying the expenses of 


ard fineness, or made from the identical metal deposited || provements immediately, or any part thereof, the President | 


without refining—butin all cases such bars, dises, or ingots, || shall be,and he is hereby, authorized, on the extinguish- 
shall bear a stamp of such form and device as shall be pre- |! ment of the tide as aforesaid, to direct the commissioner 
Scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, accurately desig- || to take possession of the same, for and in the name of the 
nating their weight and fineness; and all gold or silver de United States, and to lease the same on such terms and 
posited in the assay office, either to be struck into coin at || conditions, and for such sum or sums, as he may deem 
the Mint, or to be refined or assayed, shall be subject to the || proper and right, subject, however, to sale, when in his 


charges prescribed by law for such operations at the Mint || opinion it may be proper, after the United States surveys 
\\ have been extended over the same. 


or branch Mints of the United States. 
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Sec. —. nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary | 


on deposits at the Mint, the branch Mints, er assay office | 
in New York, respectively, nor to any greater delay than | . 

: ; 2? : aes ’ ated, outof any money in the Tre ap- 
is now experienced; and that said refining shall be subject || c , 7 S Seageery Oat Saree o 


and sufficient to secure the skillful and prompt performance | 


The one hundred and seventy-fourth, which 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 


gold bullion, made after the first day of January next, at | 


act of the 7th of June, 1844, restricting the employment of | 
inspectors, gaugers, weighers, measurers, and markers in | 
| the custom house to the number then in service, as may be | 
applicable to those employed at the ports of New York and | 


The one hundred and seventy-eighth, which | 


require the measure, the President is hereby authorized to | 


| the Hudson’s Bay Company for the relinquishment of their | 


mand, therein and thereto, to the United States: Provided, | 


lie auction, unless in cases where, in the opinion of the | 


for cash, at such times and places, and with such postpone- || 
ments, as may be directed by the said commissioner; and | 
for carrying into effect the provisions of this section in case | 


propriated: Provided, That the amount to be paid for all | 
the said claims, rights, and interest, shall not exceed the | 


the commission, the further sum of $500 is also appropria- | 


2195 


|, Theone hundred and eighty-second, which was 


to add: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the President 
of the United States be authorized and directed to appoint 
two persons to investigate and collect proof, under the in 
structions of the Department of the Interior, on the depre- 
dations upon private property by the Indians in Florida, 
subsequent to the 25th December, 1835, the report and tes- 
tunony to be submitted to Congress @t its next session. 


The one hundred and eighty-fourth, which was 
to add: 


Sec. —. 4nd be it further enacted, That the second sec- 
tion of the act of July 3, 1852, entitled “ An act to establish 
a branch of the Mint of the United States in Caliturnia,”’ be 
80 amended as to allow to the clerks authorized to be em 
ployed therein $3,000 per annum each, to take effect from 
and after the lst day of July, 1854. And such additional 
sums as, together with these elsewhere provided in this 
act, will equal the respective salaries authorized by this 
and the preceding section of this act, are hereby appropri- 


| propriated for the payment thereof. 


The one hundred and eighty-fifth, which was to 
add: 


Sec. —. Andhe it further enacted, That all appointments 
of clerks and assistants authorized to be employed in the 
offices of the assistant treasurers of the United States, and 
in the offices of the Mint and branches tifereof, and the as 
say office in New York, shall respectively be made, witb 
the approbation of the President, by the assistant treasurer, 
director, superintendent, and treasurers of the Mint and 
|| said branches, and assay office, as the case may be, whose 
|| bonds are held at the Treasury Department in trust for the 
|| proper and faithful performance of their respective duties. 


The one hundred and eighty-sixth, which was 
|, to add: 


Sec. —. ind he it further enacted, That the district 
|| judges for the State of California, while in the discharge of 
the duties imposed by the act of the 3d of March, i851, 
entitled “ An act to ascertain and settle the private laid 
claims in the State of California,’’ be allowed at the rate of 
|| $22,000 per annum each, in addition to their salaries as dis 
trict judges for the State of California, which slrafl be in 
full for their services. 


And the one hundred and ejghty-seventh, which 
|| was to add: 


Src. —. And he it further enacted, That so much of the 
act passed 26th February, 1853, being *‘ An act to regulate 
the fees and costs to be allowed clerks, marshals, and at- 
torneys of the circuit and district courts of the United States, 
and for other purposes, as fixes the compensation to be 
| allowed for expenses while employed in endeavoring to 
arrest, under process, any person charged with or convicted 
of a crime, the sum actually expended not to exceed two 
dollars per day in addition to his compensation for service 
and travel,”* so as to read “ for expenses while employed in 
endeavoring to arrest, under process, any person charged 
with or convicted of a crime, the actual neceseary expenses 
in addition to his compensation for service and travel.” 


Mr. MALLORY, (before the reading of the 
report was concluded, said:) I move to dispense 
with its further reading. Wecannot understand 
what the amendments are by merely hearing their 
numbers read. 
| Mr. WELLER. Ido not ask for the reading 

of the report; but every Senator must see what 

is the practical effect of this course of proceeding. 
| We are called upon now to take that report of the 
committee without knowing what it is, There 
| are not more than two Senators on this floor who 
|| know what we have given up, or what we have 
gained; so that the effect of it is, that two Sena- 
tors have had the whole legislation of this great 
civil and diplomatic bill in their hands. 

The report of the committee of conference was 
concurred in. 


a 
POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. RUSK. The committee of conference on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
bill making appropriations for the service of the 
Post Office Department during the fiscal year 
|| ending the 30th of June, J855, beg leave to report 
|| that they are unable to agree upon the disagree- 
ing votes between the two Housee, and report 
hack the bill, and recommend that the Senate in- 
| sist upon their amendments, and ask for another 

committee of conference. 

The Senate proceeded to consider their amend- 
ments to the bill, and it was 
|| Resolved, That they insist upon their amendments, and 
|| ask a further conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
| Houses thereon. 

Ordered, That the committee of conference on the part 
of the Senate be appointed by the President pro tempore. 

And Mr. Morrow, Mr. Water, and Mr. 
SesasTian were appointed. 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


|| A message was received from the House of 
| Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
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announcing that they had disagreed to the amend- 
merits of the Senate to the bill ‘* making appro- 
priations for the repair, preservation, and comple- | 
tion of certain public works heretofore commenced 
under the authority of law.’’ 

Mr. SEWARD. I move thatthe Senate recede | 
from their amendments to that bill. 

Mr. CLAY. lask for the yeas and nays on 


that motion. 


read. 

Mr. ADAMS. I suggest to the Senator that it 
is not necessary to rend the amendments, All of | 
them, I understand, have been disagreed to by the | 
House. Every Senator knows what they are. 

Mr. STUART. After the experienee which 
we have had in the Senate for the last two days 
about mistakes, [ mean to know what [ am going 
to voteon. I havearight to have these amend- 
menta read, and when they are read, I shall then 
know whether they are correct or not. 

The amendments of the committee were read. 

Mr. GWIN. I think this is the best bill for a 
committee of conference that I have seen come up 
here yet. The House made clean work of it, and | 
disagreed to every amendment of the Senate; they 
did not leave us a singleamendment. I think we 
ought to have a committee of conference on the 
bill, There are a great many of those amend- | 


ments which ought to have been considered by || 
the other House, but it seems they have been || 


. | 
overruled entirely, and they have struck them all 


outinalump. I hope weshall have a committee | 
of conference on this bill. 


Mr. SEWARD. It is very certain that there is || 


no prospect of the House agreeing to our amend- 
ments. They have been engag d in the consid- 
eration of them all day, and have refused concur- 
rence. I therefore hope the Senate will recede, so 
that we may secure the passage of the bill as it is. 

Mr. GWIN. That will be giving up every- 
thing to the House on all those bills. Now, let us 
make a fight on this bill. We have given up every- | 
thing else. Now, let us have a committee of con- | 
ference on this bill, and see whether the House 
will not agree to something we propose. 

Mr. STUART. I shall ask to have the ques- 
tion divided on these amendments, and I will state | 
in a few words, why I cannot consent to recede | 
from at least two of them, and I think there are | 
three on which we ought to insist. There are 
two amendments which were reported from the 
Committee on Commerce which should be insisted | 
on at allevents. One of them is indispensably ne- | 
cessary to make an appropriation of the bill avail- | 
able; t bette to the appropriation for Newark. | 
Unless you add to that the words which the Com- 
mittee on Commerce of the Senate recommended, 
and which the Senate adopted, the appropriation 
cannot be used. That is the testimony from the 
Engineer Department. The whole appropriation 
will be a nullity, unless you add the words which | 
were inserted by the Senate, defining the place | 
where the money shall be expended. I cannot 
consent to recede from that amendment, and [ | 
think if the Senate will reflect for a moment on | 
what we have been doing here for the last week, 
they will insist upon it. : 

In the first place, we put into the civil and dip- 
lomatic bill a provision which was to make an 
appropriation of the last Congress available in 





North Carolina, and the House have stricken it || 


out, and it is out of the bill. We have put into 


the Army appropriation bill which we have just || 
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fest injustice of such a provision. He does not 
get a cent for disbursing the money; and he is 


called upon, under this provision, to give bondsto | 


five or ten times the amount of what he is worth. 


His friends are to come in and give security for | 


him in respect to a matter for which he gets no 


pay. 
Mr. BAYARD. Let me suggest to the Sen- 


|, ator that the object of that proviso is not to make 
Mr. STUART. I ask to havethe amendments | 


the officers give security, but to prevent an officer 
from superintending these works. 

Mr. STUART. That will not bring about 
| civil superintendency, because it is expressly pro- 


| vided that the money shall be expended under | 


the direction of the War Department; and we all 
| know that Army officers will be appointed by that 


| Department. Now, the question is, whether the | 


Senate will insist on an amendment indispensably 
necessary to carry out an appropriation, and with- 


out which it would be worthless, and whether they | 
will recede from an amendment of this character, || 
| which would inflict gross injustice on the officers | 
| of the Army? Whyshould wegoso? TheSen- | 
| ator from New York says that the House have | 


| had the bill under consideration all day. Sir, I 
| have heard of a good many things being done in 
| the House to-day, and some, in my opinion, that 
| ought not to have been done; but, as 1 understand 
| it, the House have only had this bill under con- 
sideration during the last hour. I know of no 
reason why the Senate should refuse to insist 
| upon such amendments as are proper. 

| Mr. WELLER. Ido notknow whatthey are. 
| Mr. STUART. The Senator says, he does 
not know what they are. I mentioned the ap- 


sey. Unless you add to that appropriation the 
point, the engineer officer has written to the com- 


appropriation for Hell Gate. There is a case 
where money has been advanced by individuals, 
and unless you add the words proposed by the 
Committee on Commerce, there is no authority to 
refund that money. This isa species of injustice 
which I think we are not called upon to do; but 
let us make an effort to see whether the House 


necessary amendments. As to the amendments 


about them. 


discussion of this billin the Senate, he did not 
make earnest appeals to the friends of the bill not 
, to suffer any amendments whatever to be madeto 
it? I so understood him. 

Mr. STUART. I will answer the Senator. I 
did not. That question has been asked me seve- 








peals to the Senate. On the contrary, I reported 
three amendments from the Committee on Corn- 
merce. 

Mr. WELLER. I was grossly mistaken, and 


|| I was here all the time. 
‘| Mr. BENJAMIN. The Committee on Com- 
|| merce reported no amendment to increase any 


| amount of appropriation. They reported some 
| verbal amendments to make the bill more perfect. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. And objected to 
| all others. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Yes, sir, and objected to 


disposed of, another provision which is contained || all others. 


in this bill also, in order to make an ae 
ouse will | 


for the Red river raft available. The 


riation bill. Now, sir, if we consent to recede 
From these amendments to this bill which are in- 
dispensable to carry out the appropriations, we 
do, in the first place, great injustice to the particu- 


ourselves, hereafter, to having such provisions put 
upon the appropriation bills where they have cer- 
tainly no pertinence. 

Then again, sir, there is a proviso to the last 


section of the bill, as it came from the House, | 


which the Senate struck out. That proviso makes 
it necessary that every Army officer engaged in 
the expenditure of any of these funds, shall give 
bonds. [ have a communication, which it would 
take half an hour to read, from an Army officer, 
showing not only the impropriety, but the mani- 


Mr. STUART. I did not. 


The PRESIDENT. Did the Chair understand 

undoubtedly strike that out of the Army appro- || the Senator from Michigan to ask for a division 
, || of the question on the amendments? 

|| Mr. STUART. Yes, sir, I ask for a division. 

The PRESIDENT. Then the question will 


|| be on receding from the first amendment. 


\| take the vote on insistin 


The PRESIDENT. "The motion made by the 
Senator from New York is, that the Senate recede. h : 
| Mr. RUSK. I heard a long discussion once || conference asked by the Senate on the disagree’ 
on this subject, and I think it was decided that the 


proper question to be put was on insisting. 


] the question is to be put on the motion to recede, || 
'| that motion having been made. The first ques- 
tion is on receding from the amendmentincreasing 
the appropriation ‘for the removal of the Des | 





| 


propriation for the harbor of Newark, New Jer- | 


words which the Committe on Commerce recom- | 
mended, which carries the expenditure below that | 


mittee to say, that the work cannot be carried out. | 
The same thing is true of New York, as to the | 


will not recede from its disagreement to these | 
making additional appropriations I care nothing | 


Mr. WELLER. I desire to ask the Senator | 
from Michigan if, at the commencement of the | 


ral times, and I can say that I made no such ap- | 


lar localities, and, in the next place, we subject | Mr. RUSK. I think the proper course is to 





August 3 


| Moines rapids, in the Mississippi x; 
SSIppi river.” 
| $18,000 to $100,000. PPh rivets" from 
The question being taken b 
on receding from this amendme 
18, nays 21; as follows: 
YEAS —Messrs. Bayard, Benjami i 
| Cooper, Fessenden, Foot, Geyer, Gillette, sonst’, Then, 
| of Tennessee, Pratt, Sebastian, Seward Slidell, ’Stus,. 
| Sumner, and Wade—18. , » Stuar 
| NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, B 
Butler, Clay, Dawson, Dodge of Towa, Dowgar™" 
pies, ee onset, ee Mallory, Morton’ Rusk 
j omson of New Jerse oombs, To pa 
|| Weller—21. va money, Walker, ang 
So the Senate refused to recede from thi 
i ment. 


The second amendment was to insert jn th 
ade ‘* for the removal of the rocks - 

ell Gate and Diamond reef, New York harbo,” 
the words ‘ including the amount expended ste 
to August 30, 1852.” am 

The question being taken upon receding from 
this amendment, the Senate refused to recede. 
|| The third amendment was to insert after the 

appropriation of $50,000 ‘* for continuing the re. 
opening of a communication between Albemar's 
Sound, in North Carolina, and the Atlanti: 
ocean,’’ the words, ‘‘in addition to the sui of 
|| $50,000 appropriated by the act of August 3). 

1852; and this sum, as well as the former appro. 
|| priation, may be used for a breakwater, or such 
|| other works as the Secretary of War may deem 
| best adapted to accomplish the object.” 


y yeas and p 


nt, resulted—1. 


yeas 


| 





8 amend. 


} 





The question being taken on the motion to re. 
| cede from this amendment, it was decided in the 
|| negative. Post 

The fourth amendment was to insert; * For the 
improvement of the Brazos river, in the State of 
Texas, $44,000.” 

The Senate refused to recede from this amend. 
ment. 


The fifth amendment was to insert after the 
words, ‘* improvement of the harbor of Newark,” 
|| the words, **and Passaic river, below the town of 
Newark, and Newark bay.”’ 

The Senate refused to recede from this ameni- 
ment. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. There is no necessity for 
taking the vote separately on the other ameni- 
ments. 

The PRESIDENT. If there be no objection, 
the vote will be taken upon all the other ameni- 
|| ments together. The question is, will the Sense 
recede from the remaining amendments to this 
bill? 
|| The Senate refused to recede. 

So it was resolved that the Senate insist on their 
amendments to the said bill. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move that the Senate r- 
|| quest a conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
|| two Houses. 

Mr. GWIN. I was about to make that motion 
|| myself. 

‘|| Mr.SEWARD. Very well. 

The motion was agreed to. 


| On motion by Mr. GWIN, it was ordered that 
|| the committee be appointed by the President pr 
| tempore; and Messrs. Gwin, Bensamin, and Resi 
|| were appointed. 

‘| A message was soon afterwards received from 
the House of Representatives, announcing tht! 
they insisted upon their disagreement to ‘it 
| amendments of the Senate, agreed to the con(er- 
| ence asked by the Senate on the disagreeing v0'*s 
| of the two Houses, and had appointed Mr. Joxs 
| Wentworth, Mr. Orr, and Mr. Joun Penais’, 
| jr., managers at the same on their part. 
| 








| 
| 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


| “A message was received from the House © 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Cer’ 
announcing that they insisted upon their dist 
eement to the amendments of the Senate ‘0 the 

ill making appropriations for the service of the 
Post Office Department during the fiscal year e 
ing the 30th of June, 1855; agreed to the furt)* 


votes of the two Houses; and had appointed M" 
Oxps, Mr. Caanpter, and Mr. Bocock mansg*! 





The PRESIDENT. The Chair decides that || at the same on their part. “i 

Also, that the Speaker had signed an enro'* 
bill to incorporate the Pioneer Manufactv™: 
Company of Georgetown; which was thereup 
signed by the President pro tempore. 
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MAIL STEAMER BILL. } 
stion by Mr. HUNTER, the Senate, asin | 


j oan of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
fom the House of Representatives, ‘‘ making | 
Y popriations for the transportation of the United | 
¢ ~ mail by ocean steamers and otherwise, | 
se ve the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, | 
1255 9? 
\(r, BRODHEAD. [ move to strike out the 
ied gection in the following words: | 
cco. 3. and be it further enacted, That the arrangements 


@ } 


ybsisting for th transportation of the mails from New | 
now > ° 


1354. 


Yor 


New York to New Orleans, to Charleston, Havana, 
a ch sgres aud back, from Panama to California and Or- 
- and back, and from Charleston to Havana and back, be | 
nated as soon.as, in the opinion of the Postmaster Gen- 


that the Postmaster Genera! shall give notice of such 
ef cordingly : Provided, That, in the opinion of 
rmination accordingly: Prov , That, in the opinion o 
‘ne Postmaster General, with the concurrence of the Sec- 


ary of the Navy, and the Attorney General of the United 
ce. the same may be done without the violation of any 
atch now legally binding on the United States, and that 
pe transportation of the mails on these lines be let to the.| 
west responsible bidders after public advertisement. 
[ object to this section for several reasons. I || 
move to strike it out because it refers to the Post- | 
master General, the Secretary of the Navy, and | 
the Attorney General, a question, the decision of | 
which properly appertains to the Senateand House 
of Representatives. I believe the object of it is 
tocompel the Government to purchase these worn- 
out vessels for war steamers. A vessel depreciates 
in value about ten per cent. every year. These 
steamers have been in sgrvice about five years, so | 
that they are half worn out. Under existing laws, | 
ifwe discontinue the service of these mail steam- 
ers, we are bound to take them at a certain price. || 
Again, we shall be obliged to enter into other con- 
tracts. Gentlemen who want these contracts, it 
seems to me, ought to wait until the present ones | 
expire. It appears, however, that they cannot | 
wait any longer, but they must appeal to the Gov- | 
ernment to take their old steamers, and compel | 
the Government to pay for the transportation of \| 
the mails besides; so that we shall pay nearly the || 
same price for transporting the mails, and we | 
shall have these steamers on our hands altogether | 
worthless for war purposes. These are my ob- || 
iections to the section. 
“ Mr. RUSK. 1 wish to call the attention of 
the Senate to a provision in the first section of 
this bill directing the Secretary of the Navy to | 
give notice on the 31st day of December next of | 
the discontinuance of the extra allowance to the 
Collins line of steamers. ‘That is a violation of | 
the lawas it stands. Thelaw making that addi- 
tional allowance declares that after the 3lst day 
of December, 1854, Congress may give notice of 
the discontinuance of that service. 
Mr.SEWARD. Will the Senator allow me to 
read that provision of the law to him? 
Mr.RUSK. Certainly. 
Mr. SEWARD. It is in these words: 


| 





| 


| 
| 
| 


} 


“ Provided, That it shall be in the power of Congress, || 


atany time after the 3lst day of December, 1854, to termi- | 
nate the arrangement for the additional allowance herein | 
provided for, upon giving six months’ notice.”’ 

Mr. RUSK. I contend that, according to the | 
plain meaning of this language, it is not in the | 








I] 

it may be done consistently with the public interests ; | 
| 

| 





‘| Cunard steamers. 





power of Congress to act upon the subject until | 
the 3lst day of December next. What would | 
be the result, in practical operation, of the pro- | 
viso contained in the first section of this bill? It | 
would be a discontinvance of this service by the 
Executive officers. Congress meets before the 
3lst of December next, and will bein session ini- 
mediately afterwards. According to the plain 
construction of the law, Congress has no power 
over the subject until that time. The acceptance 
of that law by the contractors made it a contract | 
with these persons, and Congress has no right to | 
interfere with it until after the 3lst of December 
next, and then it may give six months’ notice. 
That is a question for decision at the next ses- 
sion of Congress. 

Aside from its being entirely out of the power 
of Congress, in my judgment, under that law to 
take any action towards giving the notice at this 
ime, it would be, in my opinion, an improper act 
if the power were fully vested in Congress. If | 
you desire to surrender the whole monopoly of 
the transportation of the mail between our ports | 
and those of Great Britain, into the hands of 


Great Britain, it would be well to terminate this || doubt which rests upon my mind. 








contract, 1 know that this bill goes on in a sub- 
the Navy and the Postmaster General shall issue 
aos and let out the contract to the lowest 

idder. Whenever that would be accomplished, it 
would be a dead weight upon the Treasury to no 
earthly purpose, for no lowest bidder could come 
in and take this contract, and compete with the 
The Collins steamer# have 


|| surpassed them. No one who would. come in 


and obtain a contract as the lowest bidder would 
be able to compete with the Cunard steamers. 


Liverpool, from New York via Southampton to | The result would be that your steamers from New 
| iad from New York via Cowes to Havre and back, | 
Rremen, 


York to Liverpool would be thrown back from 
ten to twelve days, as they are now, to fifteen or 
sixteen days, and there would be no mail matter 
sent on such slow steamers. The other provision 
which | understand the Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia to move to strike out, is the third section in 
reference to the contracts between this and Cali- 
fornia. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 
third section. 


Mr. RUSK. 


I move to strike out the 


I thought the Senator moved to 


| strike out the notice in the first section, and the 
| whole of the third section. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. Icannot move both. We 
can first try to strike out the third section. 


Mr. RUSK. The third section provides that | 


the Postmaster General, the Secretary of the 
Navy, and the Attorney General, shall determine 
whether or not they can set aside the mail steamer 
contracts without violating any laws. It is de- 
volving on them a very onerous, and, 1 suppose, a 
very disagreeableduty. It is for Congress to de- 
termine that question. I believe a committee of 
the"House of Representatives, reported the other 
day that such a proceeding would not violate the 
law. That is what I understand, though | have 
not read the report. But what will be the practi- 


cal effect, even supposing some of the contracts | 


have been violated and they can besetaside? We 
should be in danger of the very thing of which the 
Senator from Pennsylvania has suggested; we 
should have to take these ships when they were 
pretty well worn out, and pay the contractors for 
them. What use have 
have‘ebtained them ? 
next step? A competition between three or dour 
different rival routes between this and California, 
with a view of encouraging improvements outside 
of our own Territory. I am opposed to making 
any more contracts which will at all interfere 


on us of making a road between this portion of || 


ou for them when you | 
Then what would be the | 
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|| Mr. ADAMS. As I have the honor of belong- 
sequent section to provide that the Secretary of || 


ing to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
| Roads, and differed from my colleagues on that 
| committee, in regard to the notice to the Collins 
| line, 1 desire simply to say that [ have no doubt 
of the power and of the right of Congress at any 
time to provide for the giving of the notice after 
| the day fixed in the contract, by which Congress 
reserved to itself the right of giving notice. I do 
not understand that the time fixed for the giving 
of the notice, limits the action of Congress. Con- 
gress may, in anticipation of that ume provide 
| for and direct the notice to be given at the expira- 
tion of thetime. I differ from my collearues on 
the committee upon that subject. Congress, in 
my Opinion, is just as competent now to order 
notice to be given at the time limited in the con- 
tract, as it will be after the time shall have arrived. 
As to the other questions involved, I believe, with 
| the Senator from Virginia, that the sooner we give 
the notice, and get rid of the existing contracts, 
the better it will be for the country. 

Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, | understand 
the Senator from Pennsylvania has moved to 
strike out the third section of this bill. 1 was not 

| here at the time the motion was made, nor did I 
hear the arguments which he offered in support of 
| it, but I came in towards the conclusion of his 
remarks, when he was telling the Senate that the 
effect of the passage of this section of the bill 
would be to throw upon this Government a con- 
siderable number of vessels which were really 
worthless. Now, Mr. President, you will allow 
| me to say that the provision in this section of the 
bill is, that if, in the opinion of the Postmaster 
General, with the concurrence of the Secretary of 
| the Navy and the Attorney General of the United 
States, these contracts may be set aside without 
| any violation of the rights of the panties, it shall 
be done. Now, suppose the Government were 
compelled to take these vessels. They take them 
at an appraisement of their value for naval pur- 
poses; and I undertake to say, that for ngval pur- 
| poses the appraisement would not be very extrav- 
agant. There are few of these steamers which 
would be appraised at over $150,000 or $200,000 
for naval purposes. These vessels were originally 
| to have been constructed so as to be convertible 
| into armed steamers, er steamers for naval pur- 
| poses in time-of war. Very few of them, in my 
| judgment, have been so constructed; and all that 


'| the Government would now be compelled to pay, 
‘| if we should see proper to abrogate the contracts, 
with the great necessity and duty which devolves | 


the country and California over our own territory. | 


Here are various rival routes. 
ama route, passing through a country which is 


Here is the Pan- | 


almost in revolution, and a few days ago, | believe, | 


the travel across the Isthmus was very unsafe, and 
doubtless would be rendered entirely so in the case 
of a revolution. Then there is the Nicaragua 
route, with the celebrated Greytown on it, with a 
set of scamps there who live by robbing, and very 
frequently add murder to it. ‘I’hen there is another 


rival route across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, | 


through a country which is just about on a par, 
so far as law and order are concerned, with the 
other two. Under such circumstances, lam not in 
favor of extending these contracts or vesting in- 
terest in any of these pass-ways which shall at all 
interfere. with the projét of making a railroad 


across our own territory to our possessions on || 


the Pacific. 


Mr. HUNTER. Thisamendment isconfined, | 


I understand, to striking out the third section. I 
have no doubt that, if we have authority to put 
an end to these contracts, as proposed in that sec- 
tion, it would be very much to the advantage of 
the Government to do so, and would also facilitate 
the mail service to California. 
as cheapness and superior mai. serfice are con- 
cerned, we could have it much cheaper and a 
better service, even if we were to buy these ships 
at valuation, (for it is to be remembered that they 


are to be bought at valuation,) and were to put | 
| the contracts out to the lowest bidder. 


But, sir, 
there is a question behind that, which I have not 
had time to examine to my satisfaction; and that 
is as to the authority to do so. If I felt perfect! 

clear that we had the authority to do so, f shoul , 
with great pleasure, vote for the section as it has 
been sent to us by the House. That is the only 


I believe, so far || 


would be the value of these steamers for naval 
purposes. The Senator from Virginia said the 
other day that we were compelled to pay $730,000 
for the transportation of a mail semi-monthly to 
California. L undertake to say now, that there 
are parties here who are abundantly able to give 
ample security that they will carry the mail 
weekly for $500,000 a year. 
| Mr. BENJAMIN. If the Senator from Cali- 
'| fornia will permit me, I will state that the price 
| we are now paying is more than he has men- 
| tioned. It is $835,000 a year. 
Mr. WELLER. Fight hundred and thirty- 
five thousand dollars, then, is paid for the trans- 
| portation of a semi-monthly mail to California. 

Hrthe existing contract be abrogated, we can obtain 
a weekly mail to California for $500,000. There 
is the question now presented to the Senate. The 
| contract has some six years to run, and the only 
point is, whether it is expedient now, if, in the 
opinion of the Attorney General, the Postmaster 
General, and the Secretary of the Navy, these 
contracts can be set aside without a violation of 
the rights of these parties, to do so? My only 
anxiety is to get a mail, and get it just as often as 
| wecan obtain it. I prefer a weekly, of course, 
to a semi-monthly mail; and if, by abrogating the 
contracts on just and fair terms. if, by taking these 
vessels at what they may be ay praised to be worth 
for naval purposes, | can obtain a mail weekly for 
$500,000, I consider that it is to the interest of 
this Government to do so. 

Now, then, what is the ground on which the 
Senator from Pennsylvania stands? He says that 
| we shail be compelled to takethese vessels. Lam 
| perfectly willing to take them, and make a fair 

remuneration to the parties, by paying for them 
whatever they may be worth for naval purposes. 
| These steamers are only valuable as transports in 
| time of war. Your side-wheel steamers cannot 
| be used for any other purpose than for transport- 
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ing troops and supplies from point to point. Tam 
willing to take them. I do not desire you to vio- 
late the rights of any of these parties; but when 
the fact stares me in the face, that | can geta 
weekly mail! for $500,000, [ prefer that to a semi- 
monthly mail at $835,000. 

Mr. MALLORY. Allow me to ask my friend 
from California a question. How many of these 
steamers, under the abrogation of these contracts, 
shall we have to take? What is the number? 

Mr. WELLER. I really cannot answer that 
question, but [ suppose it would be some seven or 
eight. 

Mr.HUNTER. I will ask the Senator from 
California, if he does not think it would be prac- 
ticable to get the new contractors to take these 
steamers at valuation ? 

Mr. WELLER. I have no doubt they would 
take them at their actual value for naval purposes. 
Anybody will take them at that price. But they 
are more valuable for the transport of passengers, 
of course, than for naval purposes. There is not 
the least doubt in the world about the right of the 
Government to abrogate the contract upon the 
conditions specified in the original law; and it is, 
therefore, purely a question of expediency. I 


think, now, the Federal Government can take | 


these vessels without any loss or danger. They 
can sell them for whatever they are appraised at, 
and give California a weekly mail for $500,000. 
Mr. SEWARD. This contract expires, I 
think, in 1858, and there will be another session 
of Congress on the first Monday of December 
next. Now, I hold, in the first place, in regard to 
the contract for the steamers between New York 
and Liverpool, that nothing can be plainer than 
that Congress has not the power to interfere with 
that contract at all at the present session. The 
language js explicit. [t is a contract entered into 
between the Government by the passage of the 
act of 1852, and the carriers of these mails; and 


the contract contains this proviso: ‘* That it shall || 


be in the power of Congress, at any time after the 
3ist day of December, 1854, to terminate the ar- 
rangement for the additional allowance herein pro- 


vided for, upon giving six months’ ngtice.”” That | 
must be six months’ notice given after the 31st of 


December. 

Mr. WELLER. The Senator will allow me 
to say, that | said nothing in regard to the Collins 
line of steamships, not because I deny the right 
of the Government now to pass a law on the sub- 


ject, butit would be exceedingly inconvenient to || 


anticipate; and it is always ane in my judg- 
ment, to decide a question until the necessity 
arises; and Congress will be in session again be- 


fore the time fixed by the original contract will | 


have arrived. 


Mr. STUART. The question is on striking || 


out the third section. 


Mr. SEWARD. I donot care to address my- || 


self to that question. 


subject of increased compensation to the Collins 
line of steamers was before us, you will recollect 
that one of the main arguments brought in support 
of that additional compensation was the sighs 

and fitness of those vessels for naval purposes. I 
had the honor then to state my own views on that 
subject to the Senate; and I predicted that when 
these vessels should be omellie worthless and 
worn out, they would be sold to the Government, 
or an attempt made to sell them. I said, then, 
that they were never fit for naval purposes, if by 
that term was meant fighting the battles of the 
country on the high seas. They are only fit, as 
has been remarked by the Senator from California, 
for transports, to do the duty of transports. We 
all know that after one of these immense steamers 
has been used for a short time, the expense of 
repairing her increases in an increased ratio with 
her age; and these vessels now, if transferred to 
the United States, would be worth no more than the 
material and the engine would sell for. As for 


naval purposes, or any other purposes of nation- | 


ality, they would be a perfect drug on the hands 
of the Government, entirely useless. 

Why, sir, the British Government, no longer 
ago than last year, having some of the finest 
paddie-wheel steamers afloat, in ‘its navy, called 
together a board, composed of naval officers and 
civilians, and, after a most mature and thorough ex- 
amination, condemned them all for naval purposes. 
Such steamers cannot be used in any respect 


ility || 


except as transports, in time of war; and unless 
we could employ steamers of this kind as trans- 
ports, we should have no use forthem. We have 
on hand, at this moment, steamers which are 
useless to us, which cost hundreds of thousands 
of dollars. ‘The Princeton, at Philadelphia, is 
perfectly useless; and I could mention others. | 
trust no law will be passed here which will 
sanction the Government taking these immense 
steamers after they have been half worn out, on 
any terms whatever. 

The Senator from California says we should 
only be compelled to take them at the price at 
which they would be appraised as their value for 
naval purposes. Now, who are to be the ap- 
praisers? The Government stands on one side, 
and on the other stand individuals. I ask you 

| when it was ever known in this country that there 
was an appraisement of the fair value of anything 
when the Government was a party? ‘There has 
been no such thing in the world. The Govern- 
ment has no use for these vessels atall. Nomat- 
ter what they might be appraised at, they would 
be worth no more to the Government than the 
material and the engine. 

Mr.SEWARD. Thediscussion goes on upon 
both branches of the subject; and | may as well 
now say a few words in regard to the Collins line. 
I will detain the Senate only a very few minutes. 


| Mr. STUART. Suppose we take the vote first | 


| on this amendment? 

Mr.SEWARD. Both questions are being dis- 
cussed by others. Sir, the Collins line of steam- 
ers has done all that it was promised it should do 
in regard to giving an increased amount of post- 
ages for the benefit of the Government. The in- 
crease for the year 1853 over the year 1852, ac- 

| cording to the report of the Postmaster General, 
was thirty-four per cent. In 1852 the amount of 
postages received from this line was $339,164. In 
1853 it had risen to $469,804. Assuming this per- 
centage of increase to be the criterion, the postage 
| for the present year—1854—will be $650,000, and 
for 1855 it will be $901 ,056—exceeding the amount 
| of annual appropriations required by the contract. 


| York say that the receipts from the Collins line 
| exceed the sum annually paid to them ? 
| Mr.SEWARD. That they will, next year, at 
| the same rate. The increase was thirty-four per 
} 


'it will amount to $650,000, and next year 
$901,000, exceeding the appropriation. The in- 
|| crease of postage on the Cunard tine during the 


|| same period has been at the rate of twenty-nine | 
per centum. Ours, by the Collins, is at the rate | 


of thirty-four per centum. The postages by the 
'| Cunard line in 1852 were over $658,000, in 1853, 
$845,553, which is about the amount of our pres- 
‘|| ent appropriation for the Collins line. Now, 
|| allowing the British postages to increase at twenty- 


|| nine per centum for this year and the next, the | 
Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President, when the 


| result will be, that for 1854 the postages by the 
| Cunard line will amount to $1,090,000, and in 
| 1855 to $1,407,000. In this we participate with 


lins line be withdrawn, the treaty will be termi- 
nated. The line will be withdrawn whenever we 


| be lost to us will be our share of what will go as 
the postages on the whole communications be- 
/tween Liverpool and New York; and upon the 


| basis of the estimates which I had given, it will | 
| be this: The Collins postage which we shall lose | 


for 1854, or which will go to the British Govern- 
| ment, will be $650,578; and for 1855, $901,069. 
The British postage in 1854 will be $1,090,000, 
/and in 1855, $1,407,000. Total in two years, 
$4,049,000 of postage both ways upon correspond- 
-ence between Europe and this country by both 
lines, which will be earned and enjoyed i 

| British. I leave the subject with these remarks, 


assured that there is no necessity for troubling | 


| the Senate further. 

Mr. GWIN. The Senator from Florida has 
|| referred to his vote on increased compensation to 
‘| the Collins line. He says he voted against it, and, 
'| at the time, made various predictions. I voted for 
|| it, and I have never regretted that vote from that 
| day to this. The Senator from Florida talks about 
| the ships being worn out. Why, sir, they are 
| new enough and staunch enough to run around 
| ten times any steamship in the United States 
| Navy; and my honest conviction is, that in time 
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Mt. HUNTER. Does the Senator from New | 


centum last year; and, assuming that for this year, || 


the British Government 7 treaty; but if the Col- | 


give the notice to Mr. Collins. Then what will | 


y the | 
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| of war, one of these steamers, with a single gun, 
| could whip any steamship in our Nay of 
| course, the gun should bea big one. A thin wit b 
| can run fifteen or seventeen miles an hour is _ 
_in much danger from those making six dibs. oo 
nine knots an hour, and that is the rate of our ’ . 
selsin the Navy. I look upon the Colling tienen 
/as an honor to the nation; and so long as om 
here, I shall sustain them. Instead of being on 
out, | regard them as in fine condition for the oe. 
vice of carrying the mails. I do not wish the 
| Government of the United States to take them * 
all. Lagree with the Senator as to that, and we 
shall probably vote together on that point. Bus 
1 am decidedly of opinion that the notice proposed 
_ to be given in the first section of this bill is unlaw. 
| ful, and ought not be given. 
| Mr. HUNTER. Fhe provision of law in re. 
| gard to the Collins steamers is: * 
‘Tt shall be in the power of Congress, at any time after 
| “the 31st day of December,1854, to terininate the arrangement 


for the additional allowance herein provided for, upon giving 
siz months’ notice.”’ 


It only requires that the arrangement shall no: 

be terminated until after the 31st day of December- 
| but I apprehend it may be terminated on any day 
| after the 31st of December, if six months’ notice 
‘| be given previously. ‘There is a difference of 
| opinion in regard tothat. I do not think the pro. 
vision of the law as to the 3lst of December ap- 
| plies to the notice, but to the time within which 
| the arrangement may be germinated. See, sir, 
| the arrangement of the language: ‘' Provided, That 
| it shall be in the power of Congress, at any time 
_after the 3lst day of December, 1854’’—to do 
what? To give notice? No, sir, but to * termi- 
| nate the arrangement for the additional allowance 
| herein provided for.” 
Mr. RUSK. How terminate it? 
Mr. HUNTER. ‘* Upon giving six months’ 
| notice.”” We may give the notice before the time 
in order to terminate the arrangement afterwards, 
I have no doubt Congress may give the notice 
beforehand, provided they do not terminate the 
arrangement until that day. 
| Now, sir, in regard to the expediency of termi- 
nating that arrangement. The Senator from New 
York tells us all the predictions of its friends have 
| been verified in-regard to it. I think not. I think 
it was predicted, at the time Congress made the 
allowance, that we were to be repaid in the post- 
ages, and [ know at that time there were some 
very fallacious statements made in regard to the 
returns from the Collins line; for they added to the 
actual receipts from the Collins line, which ought 
to be confined to the ocean postage, the inland 
ostage after the letters reached here. I do not 
Leow how far the statistics of the Senator from 
New York (for I have not time to examine them 
now) would bear him out in his statements. Cer- 
| tain it is that the Collins line has never, as yet, 
|| paid, and does not now -pay, the sums we are 
|| giving it. But suppose it did, it is a service which 
| either will, or will not pay. If it does not pay, we 
|| ought not to be lavishing money upon a partic: 
ular petted scheme. If it will pay, let us throw! 
| open to free competition, and we shall find enough 
who will be ready to undertake the service. But, 
sir, l‘only rose to say that, so far as the legal au- 
|| thority is concerned, it seems to me that we have 
|| the right now to give the notice, provided we do 
not terminate the arrangement until after the 31s 
day of December next. 

Mr. STUART. I did not propose to say any- 
thing upon this question until it should be prop- 
|| erly before the Senate. The amendment now 
pending is to strike out the third section, and [have 
|| always seen that to discuss a question before its 
properly under the consideration of the Senate, 
only amounts to a double discussion, for it will 
be discussed just as much when it is legitimately 
| before the Senate. But, sir, as that has seemed 
| to be the course of the debate, I wish to state, 
| a few words, why I cannot vote for the provision 
| in the first section, requiring notice to be given ' 
the Collins line of steamers. In respect to the 
| measure before the Senate, the third section of 
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this bill, I have not sufficient knowledge to enable 
me to discuss it. 
As to the provision for giving notice to the Co!- 
lins line of steamers, | do not believe that if ; 
|| were a question between individuals, there wou 
|| be any two opinions about it. Congress !s em 


| powered by law to terminate the contract. How: 
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By giving notice. 
Hecember, 1804. ! 
v, gearched for the purpose of employing terms 
ev plain that there could be no dispute about them, 
FT natter could not have been made clearer. — 

Now, sir, look at the practical mode of doing 
; Congress is togive the notice. How? 


peer 


shig thing. 
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notice; and where may Congress terminate it? Con- 
gress cannot give the notice, Congress cannot direct 
anybody else to give the notice, until after the 
3ist of December next. Why, sir, to carry this 
doctrine further, the next day after we entered 


| into the contract, Congress might have passed a 


aya law, or by a joint resolution, which shall | 
re wre that the notice provided for in a certain | 


\w—referring to it—is hereby bg i When are 


you authorized to do that? 


pressly y 


"he law says ex- | 
sou may give that notice after a certain | 


ime; that is to say, you may terminate the con- | 


ask by what authority can you give the notice 
yd let me show the manner in which this 
would operate in a business point of view. Sup- 
nose Congress to-night should declare, in the lan- 
suage of this bill as itnow stands, that it shall be 
the duty of the Secretary of the Navy to give the 


notice, | should liketo know if, at the next session 


of this Congress, before the 3lst of December | 
next, we could not repeal it? Will any Senator | 


] 7 ? 
deny that? — oven ; 
fom Virginia that the notice is to beeffective after 


the3lstday of December. Then, | ask him, if Con- | 


cress to-night gives the notice, may not Congress 


after that time by giving the notice, Then, | 


1 


}} 


It is only contended by the Senator | 


| 
| 


| 


on the 10th of December repeal the act giving the || 


notice? 


in this way is of no effect; but if Congress gives || 


That shows at once that giving the notice | 


. } 
the notice after the 3lst day of December next, | 
the contract is instantaneously terminated by law, | of 
and any subsequent action by Congress short of || that provision of the House bill, and | shall not, 


making a new contract, would be of no avail. 
There can be no doubt about that. 


lam not prepared to say, sir, that Congress | 
may not direct the notice to be given by the Sec- 


retary of the Navy, or by any other officer. That 


] should not deny, because it might be coastrued | 


to be a notice given by Congress, appointing the 
Secretary of the Navy as our agent to give it. 
The plain language of the law is, that it is to bethe 
notice of .Congress. Then, when may Congress 


give it? —The answer is found in the language of | 


the law—** after the 3lst day of December, 1854.”’ 
I know that this matter was put to a practical 
test in the House of Representatives at the time 


|| notify the Senate that so soon as we shail have | 


i] 
i} 


1 


the arrangement for the additional allowance was | 


made. 
done in regard to it in the Senate. 
propositions were offered in the House of Rep- 
resentatives to provide for giving the notice then 
to take effect at a subsequent day, but it was 


I do not know whether anything was | 
All sorts of || 


| 


| 
1 


| | 


law directing the Seceetary of the Navy, or any 
other officer, to give the notice immediately after 
the 3lst of December, 1854; but does anybody 
suppose that was the contemplation of Congress? 
Did we know then how the contract would ope- 
rate, what would be its resulting benefits to the 
country, or anything at all about 1? We are 
short of that knowledge now. Hence the pro- 


|] ee of adhering to the literal reading of the 


aw. In addition to the question of propriety, it 


is a matter, in respect to which, if we hold the | 
power, it is a disputed power, in relation to its || 


resent exercise, honestly and bona fide disputed. 
hat being so, we should not seek to give an in- 
terpretation to the law which is fairly disputed by 


| members of Congress, and also by the mail steamer 


company. For myself, 1 will never consent to 
such a thing. As to the interest of the mail 
steamer company, itisa matter of no consequence 
to me individually, but | never will consent that 
the Government of the United States, by my vote 
and action, shall undertake to turn peddlers and 
stick at devices for the means of avoiding a plain 
business provision of law. ‘ 

Mr. ADAMS. Mr. President, | consider this 
an abstraction at the present time. Evidently a 
majority of the Senate is disinclined to concur in 


therefore, consume the time of the Senate in re- 
plying to the position taken on the other side, 
though I think I could successfully maintain the 
right of Congress at this time to provide, as the 
bill provides, for the giving of the notice at the 
period fixed in the contract. I merely*wish to 


disposed of this bill, 1 desire that they shall take 
up and pass a most valuable little bill which has 
assed the other House, known as the graduation 
ill for the benefit of settlers on the public lands, 
and [ hope we shall have a vote on this question. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on striking out the third section. 
Mr. MALLORY. On that question I call for 
the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and the call- 


ing of the roll was commenced, and Mr. Apams | 


answered to his name. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. 


steadily voted down, and with great propriety. |! of the Senate to a matter which seems to have 


The opinion of Congress to-day may not be the || escaped general notice. | noticed it myself before, | 


opinion of Congress after the 31st day of Decem- || but 1 was called out on a committee of conference, 


bernext. It does not follow at all, that, if Con- 
gress now deems it best to give this notice to 
terminate the contract, that would be the determ- 
ination of Congress after the 3lst of December. 


i] 
| 


} 


But, sir, certainly it is not important to reason in | 


respect to the causes which should operate to in- 
duce the giving of this notice, for now the ques- 
tion is as to the power to give it. There is one 
thing I desire the Congress of the United States 


shall adhere to, and that is strict, plain justice, | 


| 
} 


| 
| 
} 


| 


and avoid all attempts at exercising a disputed | 


authority. Where we hold the power, the power 
of Congress is arbitrary; and in many instances 
it will be exercised here arbitrarily. In this case 
itis disputed, and disputed by sound men, whether 
the notice cah be given 
tioned in the law. Sir, what becomes of a great 
and powerful Government, the party on the one 
side, and acompany owning these mail steamers on 
the other? It is for the Government not to exer- 
cise a doubtful authority; and that is the best 
phase that can be put upon this subject. Whether 
Congress can exercise this authority now or 
not is doubtful, because it is doubted by disinter- 
esjed and sound men. 

r. ADAMS. Ifthe Senator will allow me, I 
beg leave to call his attention to the provision in 
this bill. It is that the Secretary of the Navy ‘‘is 
hereby directed, immediately after the 31st day 
of December, 1854,”’ to give the notice. 

Mr. STUART. I understand that, and it is 
the very thing I object to. It is that Congress 
tries to evade the plain provision of the law, by 


providing now that an officer of the Government | 


shall, after the 31st day of December, give the 
notice. I say the plain provision of the law is, that 
ongress is to terminate this contract by giving 





efore the time men- | 


| 
| 


} 
| 
ty 


and did not bring it to the attention of the Senate. 
The third section, which it is moved to strike 
out, includes both the Collins and the California 
lines. 


that it only includes the California lines. It in- 


cludes the Collins line also; and the question | 


ought to be divided in relation to it, because we 
have different opinions in relation to those lines. 

Mr. HUNTER. I was not aware that it in- 
cluded the Collins line. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I know the Senate gen- 
erally are under the same impression. 

Mr. WELLER. 


-manded, as there are two distinct propositions. 
Mr. CHASE. By unanimous consent, the call 


can be dispensed with, as there is evidently a mis- | 


apprehension in the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricur.) 
If there be no objectior’, the call will be consid- 
ered as withdrawn. There was no objection. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Now, I call for a division 
of the section, and I ask that it be read. 
It was read, as follows: 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the arrangements 
now subsisting for the transportation of the mails from 
New York to Liverpool ; from New York, via Southamp- 
tonto Bremen; from New York, via Cowes, to Havre, and 
back; from New York to New Orleans, Charleston, Ha- 
vana, and Chagres, and back ; from Panama to California, 
and Oregon, and back; and from Charleston to Havana, 
and back, be terminated as soon as, in the opinion of the 
Postmaster General, it may be done consistently with the 
public interests; and that the Postmaster General shall 
give notice of such termination accordingly: Provided, 
That, in the opinion of the Postmaster General, with the 
eoncurrence of the Secretary of the Navy and the Attorney 
General! of the United States, the same may be done with- 
out the violation of any contract now lawfully binding on 


NAL GLOBE. 





I wish to call the attention |' refused to strike out part of the section; the ques- 


1 believe Senators generally are of opinion | 


{tcan be reached by a mo- 
'tion to reconsider, and then*a division be de- | 
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the United States; and that the transportation of the mails 
on these lines be let to the lowest responsible bidders after 
public advertisement. 


Mr. SEWARD. Before the question is taken 
on striking out that section, | move to amend it 
by striking out the words *‘ from New York to 
Liverpool; from New York, via Southampton, 
to Bremen; from New York, via Cowes, to Havre 
and back;’’ so that it shall read: ** That the ar- 
rangements now subsisting for the transportation 
of the mail from New York to New Orleans,’’ &c., 
sO as not to apply to the European steamers. 

he question being taken on this motion to 
strike out, resulted—yeas 16, nays 17; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Brodhead, Brown, 
Foot, Geyer, Gwin, Houston, James, Morton, Rusk 


Seward, Staart, Thomson of New Jersey, Wade, and 
Weller—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Clay, Cooper, Daw- 
son, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Fitzpatrick, Hunter, John- 
son, Mallory, Pratt, Sebastian, Slidell, Sumner, Toucey, 
and Walker—17. 


So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is 
on the amendment to strike out the third section. 

Mr. CHASE. The Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia moved to strike out the entire section. un- 
derstand that the question was divided, and that 
we have just voted on striking out part, and, there- 
fore, the question must now be on striking out the 
residue. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. My motion was to strike 
out the entire section. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A division of 
the question was called for, and the vote was taken 
on striking out a part of it. 

Mr. STUART. The motion of the Senator 
from New York was to strike out part, but that 
did not affect the other question. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. ave I notaright to move 
to strike out the entire section? 

Mr. CHASE. | ask for a division, so as to 
confine the striking out to the portion on which 
we have not voted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is in order 
| to move to strike out the whole section. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. That is my motion. 
Mr. CHASE. Is it not in order to divide it? 
Mr. ADAMS. A motion was made to strike 
out the entire section. A motion was then made 
| to divide that, and it was rejected; and now the 
motion to strike out the whole section is renewed. 
I submit thata division cannot again be called for. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate 





tion now is on the motion of the Senator from 
|, Pennsylvania to strike out the whole section. 
|| The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
| that amendment, resulted—yeas 14, nays 19; as 
follows: 
|| WYEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Brodhead, Foot, 
Geyer, Gwin, James, Mallory, Morton, Rusk, Seward, 
| Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, and Wade—l4. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bright, Chtase, Coop 
|| er, Dawson, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Fitzpatrick, Hous- 
|| ton, Hunter, Johnson, Pratt, Sebastian, Slidell, Sumner, 
|| Toucey, and Weller—19. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. RUSK. I now move to amend the bill by 
|| striking out all of the first section after the word 
‘*dollars.’’ That section now reads: 

For transportation of the mails from New York to Liv- 
erpool and back, $758,000; and that the Secretary of the 
Navy is hereby directed, immediately after the 3ist day of 

| December, 1854, to give the notice provided in the first 
section of the act entitled ** An act to supply deficiencies 
in the appropriations for the fiscal year ending the 30th of 
June, 1853,” approved the 2lst day of July, 1852, to term- 
inate the arrangement for the additional allowance for the. 
transportation of the United States mail between New 


York and Liverpool, in the Collins line of steamers, as 
therein provided. 


| My motion is to strike out the whole of this 
|| section after the appropriation, commencing with 
\| the words ‘* and that the Secretary of the Navy.” 
| Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, | hope the 
|| amendment of the Senator from Texas will pre- 
|| vail, for two reasons. The first is that it is at 
|| least questionable whether you are not committing 
| a breach of faith when you give the notice before 
the 3lst day of December. I am inclined to the 
opinion that it is a direct violation of your own en- 
gagement with these parties. That engagement, 
according to the fair construction of the law is this: 
** We will pay you this sum until the 31st of De- 
cember, 1854, and after that time we will continue 

| to pay itto you until we give you six months’ 
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notice that we desire to stop the arrangement.” 
That is the stipulation of the law, as I read it. 
I will not say that it is free from doubt, I will not 
say that another construction cannot be put upon 
it; but I say that I believe this is its natural and 
legal construction. 
the faith of the country when you give the notice 
before the 3lat of December. Ona question of that 
kind I think the Senate should pause. 


The other ground on which I am in favor of || 


the amendment is, that even if you have the right, 


without breach of faith, to give this notice, it is, | gress, at any time after the 3lst day of Decem- | 


1 think, at least of questionable propriety. 1 mean 
to ask for the yeas and nays on this question, at all 
eventa; for I think hereafter gentlemen will re- 
gret if, by their votes, they destroy this Collins 
line; because, in destroying it, you must throw 
the entire postal communication between this 
country and Europe into the hands of Great Brit- 
ain. Itis vain for gentlemen to talk about free 
trade, and about opening the carrying of these 
mails to competition, when the British Govern- 
ment is paying $900,000 a year to the Cunard line. 
it is impossible that any line of steamers, of equal 


power and capacity, can be got up against them 


while the British Government are in the arena, 
and paying money to sustainthem. It cannot be 
expected. Then, as a matter of course, if you 
establish an inferior line, and give the carrying of 
your mails to that, they will carry no letters at all, 
because people will send their communications by 
the fastest line, and you will receive nothing. 
There has been an evident increase of the receipts 


from postages on this line,a regular and pro- | 


gressive increase, since its first establishment; and 
if you let it alone during the term of the contract, 
the probability is that, before the contract expires, 


your appropriation for this line. 

In addition to that, it certainly has reflected 
great credit on the character of our country as a 
commercial people. We have a number of naval 
steamers, and there is no one of them which has 
gone to sea that has not been obliged to put back 


and be placed in order directly. These vessels | 


have been unexcelled by any that we have known 
for speed and for safety, Take the statement, 
either of an American captain, of well-known 
reputation—Commander Lynch—or take the state- 
ment of a British captain of high reputation—their 
equals as sea-going steamers are not to be found 
in the world. I think their authority is tolerabl 
strong. I think, at least without some strong evi- 
dence, we should not withdraw the compensation 
which we have allowed to this line, on the faith of 
which those valuable vessels were built, particu- 
larly when it will necessarily result in putting an 
end to the line; for it is impossible to run it at the 
expenditure at which it is run, without the com- 

ensation which Congress allows, when the Brit- 
ish Government is paying more than that sum to 
an opposite line of steamers, 

A great deal more might be said on this subject, 
but I will not detain the Senate. I hope the amend- 
ment will prevail. I have no feeling in reference 


to this, or any other of these lines, buta feeling of |; 


nationel pride, and I confess I have that strongly. 
I think this line has reflected great credit and honor 


on the country. Gentlemen may destroy it here, | 


but they will live afterwards to regret it. I shall 
ask for the yeas and nays on the amendment. 

_ Mr. WELLER. I think the proviso in the act 
in reference to the Collins line of steamers was 
intended to read in this wise, and I will state it as 
I think it was intended to read, in order to show 
what I consider to be the true meaning of the act. 
By transposing a few words, it reads thus: ‘* Pro- 


vided, That it shall be in the power of Congress, |, 


at any time after the 31st day of December, 1854, 
upon giving six months’ notice, to terminate the 
arrangement for the additional allowance herein 
provided for,’”’ That, I think, is the true intent 
and meaning of this proviso of the act of 1852, 
that the six months’ notice should commence from 
and after the 3lst day of December. It is true 
~~ have the power, if you choose, to legislate on 
he subject; but the six months will not commence 
until the 31st of December next, and on the Ist of 
December, when Congress meets, it will bein the 
power of Congress to abrogate that provision. We 
shall, therefore, gain nothing by giving notice 
now, if the construction which I have given to 
the law be the correct one, and I think no lawyer 
can put any other construction upon it. 


If it be so, you are violating | 
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| whether to 


engemnee rem a 


Mr. SEWARD. It is very clear the termina- | 


tion of the arrangement and the giving of six || 


months’ notice are all to be after the 3lst of De- 


Mr. WELLER. The 3lst day of December | 
is the day fixed on which you will determine | 
ive six months’ notice. 

Mr. SEWARD, That day, or afterwards. 
Mr. WELLER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. RUSK. The proviso in the act of 1852 is: | 
‘* Provided, That it shall be in the power of Con- 


| ber, 1854, to terminate the arrangement herein 


ow, I ask the attention of the honorable Senator 
from Mississippi (Mr. Apams} to this matter, be- | 
cause | know he is a good lawyer, and he has | 


| been a judge. The proviso is ‘‘ that it shall be in 


the power of Congress, at any time after the 31st | 
day of December, 1854.”’ It is in the power of | 
Congress to do something after that day. Now, 
is it consistent with any legal or fair construction 


| to say, that it is in the power of Congress to do it | 


| should not wish to go directly in the teeth of our | 
| own enactment. 
|| it shall be in the power of Congress to give the 
| notice after the 31st of December, 1854. 
| is proposed that Congress shall exercise a power 
| on the 3d day of August, 1854, which they have 
declared they will not exercise until December, 





' | doubt that Congress can give the notice now. | 
the receipts from postage will pay the expense of || 


before that day arrives? Sir, it is as plain as the | 
nose upon a man’s face; and if I felt no pride | 
over this line, 1 should certainly feel a pridein the 

reputation of Congress on this subject, and I | 


| 
| 
eee for, upon giving six months’ notice.” | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


The provision is expressly that | 


Now, it 


1854. That is the whole matter. 
Mr. COOPER. Mr. President, I have no 


The language of the act read by the Senator from | 
Texas is merely directory. The object was that | 
the notice should not take effect before the 31st | 
day of December, and that six months should be 
given for that before the service should be stopped. 
The language of the act is merely declaratory. | 
W hat harm is done to the Collins line by giving 
this notice now? The construction put upon the 
latter part of it by the Senator from California is 
undoubtedly correct. It will be six months from 
that time before the service will stop. The object | 
was to secure them a certain length of time, and | 
it is just as well secured by giving the notice now | 
as it would be by giving it after the 3lst day of 
December next. The language of the act is mere- 
ly directory. It is not obligatory upon Congress | 
at all to wait until that time, and give the notice 





afterwards. It wey do it at any time. 
Mr. CHASE. should vote very cheerfully 
to retain this section as it stands, if I were not | 


| persuaded that the construction placed by the Sen- | 
| ator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Cooper] upon the | 


language of the law is not the true one. The con- 


| tract between the Collins line and the Govern- 


ment, as it now stands, is evidently this: that they 
shall have an opportunity to run their boats, and 
exhibit the benefits of their line until the 31st of De- 
cember; but after that time, it shall be in the power 
of Congress, if they see fit, to terminate the con- 
tract upon giving them six months’ notice. 


in good faith, to act upon it, inasmuch as up to 


that time the line is to have the opportunity to | 
| 
| 


pare of the benefits of the contract to the country, 
and thus bring to bear upon Congress all the rea- 
sons growing out of such exhibition in favor of 
the continuance of the contract. 
it would not be fair to give the notice. 

Mr. ADAMS. I shall not detain the Senate. 
Congress shall give notice. What is meant by 
that? That the individual members of Congress 
shall give the notice? 


cease? Or does the doctrine obtain that whatever 
Congress does by its authorized agent it does by 
itself? What is contemplated by this? That 


Congress shall give the notice in any other than | 


the ordinary mode? Or does it not mean that it 
shall give the notice through its own selected 
channel? Of course that was what was contem- 
plated. Then this bill provides, that after the 
time fixed in the contract, the Secretary shall give 
the notice. Congress does that act, and does it 
after the time authorized in the contract, to give 
the notice. It is contended, however, upon the 


Until | 


that time, in my judgment, Congress ought not, | 


Before that time | 


Or that Congress shall | 
pass a resolution declaring that this contract shall | 





BE. 





'| and gives a letter of authority to his ag 


|| notice was to be served? May the 





| the parties reserves to himself the rightto a 
cember. | 
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August 3. 


expiration of the time. 


T k h —————> 
ake the cag 
individuals. e of two 


A and B make a contract. One of 
it by giving a certain notice. Is it necessary tae 
he should give itin person? Of course net. H. 
can authorize another te do it; and whatever . 
does by an agent properly authorized, he does hen 
himself. He makes up his mind, determines 
. 
the notice, after the expiration of the time ha 
gives the letter prior to the time. Would it . 
said, when the agent gives the notice, you hay 
no authority to give it because your letter of 
authority is dated prior to the time at which the 
a 

anticipate and give the direction to his out 
fore the time? And would not the giving of the 
notice by his agent be his own act? Now, if we 
provide, as is proposed to be done by this bill, to 
give the notice at the time authorize by the dhe: 
tract for it to be given, and the agent appointed by 
the Government does it by that time, is it not, to 
all legal intents and purposes, done by Congress 
within the terms of the contract? To my mind it 
is clear. There is no violation of the faith of the 
Government in it. There is no violation of an 
contract made with this party. If the Govern. 
ment should always be as faithful in its contracts 
as it will be in this, no Senator would have any 
good ground to blush at what Congress may do 
in any of its transactions. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, it seems tome 
that there is a misunderstanding on the the part of 
Senators, or at least that we do not exactly under. 
stand each other. It is clear to me that it would be 
a violation of faith to give this notice now. That 
does not touch the question whether the notice 
would not be valid. I do not deny that its validity, 
as between individuals, might be carried out; but 

ou must look at this transaction as it occurred, 

he Congress of the United States have to decide 
for themselves whether these steamers would jus- 
tify the public expenditure of the additional sum 
allowed by the remuneration of the postages. If 
the argument on the other side were true, it would 
not be a breach of faith on the part of Congress, 
(when they passed the law, saying to these parties, 
we will give you so much additional until Decem- 
ber 31, 1854, and after that, unless on six months’ 
notice we determine it,) if they gave the notice 
before the 3lst of December. Then, of course, 
they might have given the notice immediately 
after the day on which the law was passed. Sir, 
the effect of passing the provision in this bill will be, 
that Congress will not hold to their own determin- 
ation that they would give to these parties a pe- 
riod of time to show what would be the remuner- 
ation to the Government, before they, Congress, 
would determine upon the question of the notice. 
That is the want of faith. If you pass this now, 
it is imperative; the notice must be given; you 
now, five months before the time expires, when 
they might show you that the postages accumu- 
lating would be sufficient to meet the expenditure, 
authorize the notice to be given. Is not thata 
breach of faith? Unquestionably it is, in my judg- 
ment, a breach of faith unworthy of a great nation, 
whether the power exists or not. 

Mr. RUSK. The honorable Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr. Apams,] for whose intellectual acu- 
men I have a very high respect, involves himself 
in this matter. He asks me, if we are expected 
to go and give this notice ourselves? Nobody 
ever supposed that we were. He asks if the no- 
tice is given by a constituted agent of the Govern- 
ment, whether it is not sufficient? Nobody will 
dispute that either; but who is to give this notice’ 
Can the Secretary of the Navy or any agent of 
the Government, of his own motion, give any 
notice? I apprehend the Senator will not pregen: 
that he can. He must derive his authority from 
an act of Congress. It isa power reserved to Con- 
gress in the contract. It is a power which they 
reserve to themselves the right to exercise. They, 
therefore, are the parties, in reality, who give the 
notice by whatever hands they may choose to 
serve it on the parties. When dees their power 
to give that notice begin? The avt of Congress 
says, ‘* Provided, That it shall be in the power of 
Congress,’ &c. When? Now? Then, sir, you 
change the language, and there is no court In 
Christendom which, between two individuals, 


| other side, that Congress cannot pass the neces- || would force such a construction upon any such 
| sary resolution to give the notice until after the || language ‘ That it shall be in the power of Con- 
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at any time after the 31st day of December, 
gress, terminate the arrangement for the addi- 
}s04) herein provided for’—upon a 
Congress has no power to touch the 
er agement until after the last day of December, 
-; and then the condition is upon giving six 


. all ywance 


Hon. 


ta54 


hs notice afterwards. If there is any mean- 
mr, the English language, or if I have the slight- 
> apacity to understand it, it is as clear as the 
* yday sun, that such is the reading of the law, 
; neither the Senator from Mississippi, nor the 
cenahet from Pennsylvania, sitting ina court of 
jee, in a case between individuals, would place 
any ovner construction upon it. : 
“Mr. GEYER. I shall probably vote with the 
znator from Texas (Mr. Rusx] for striking out 
* lanse; but f shall not do it, because | think 
the act, a8 It now stands, requires the notice to be 
ween after the 31st of December. I cannot con- 
- with him in his interpretation of the act of 
\pril, 1852. I do not intend to occupy much 
me: but 1 will refer, to show the rule of inter- 
station, to an act of Congress passed in 1807. 
The ninth section of the first article of the Con- 
eitution provides: 
“The migration or importation of such persons as any 
‘the States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall 
pot be prohibited by the Congress prior to the year 1808.”” 
On the 2d of March, 1807, Congress passed an 
act, the first section of which provides: 


«That from and after the Ist day of January, 1808, it shall 


pot be lawful to import or bring info the United States, or 

e Territories thereof, from any foreign place or country, 
any negro, mulatto, or person of color, with intent to hold, 
-jl, or dispose of said negro, &c., as a slave, to be held 
io service or labor.”? 

That is a practical interpretation of words of 
the same import as are used in the law to which 
reference is now made. The words of the Con- 
stitution are, ‘* that the migration or importation,” 
&c., shall not be prohibited by the Congress 
prior to the year 1808.’’ According to the inter- 
pretation sought to be put upon the act of 1852, if 
the same words are to have the same interpreta- 
tion in the act passed in 1807, Congress could 
not have passed the act which they did pass on 
the 2d of March, 1807. I suppose that the act 


of 1352 was designed to give to the proprietors of | 


the Collins line six months’ notice after the 31st 
day of December, 1854, and that Congress might, 
atany time, prescribe prospectively for putting an 
end to that contract, but they were required to give 
the notice, and no matter at what time it was 
given, the line was to have six months after the 
3lst day of December, 1854. That is the inter- 
pretation I give to it. 

Mr. SEWARD. It seems to me that if Sena- 
tors will take up this proviso and read it, its mean- 
ing willbe manifestin fixingthetime. ‘* Provided 


that it shall be in the power’’—something shall | 


bein the power of Congress. It shall be in the 
power of Congress to do what they can do ata 
certain time; and what time is that? Atany time 
after the 31st day of December, 1854. Congress 
has power to do this thing at any time after the 
dist day of December, 1854. 

Mr. WELLER. With six months’ notice. 

Mr. SEWARD. Certainly; the discontinuance 
of the arrangement for the additional allowance 


was provided for upon giving six months’ notice || 


after the 31st day of December, 1854. 
Mr. DAWSON. Has not Congress the right, 


under the law, to terminate the contract by a no- || 


tice on the 31st day of December? Is notthat one 
of the days upon which they can give the notice? 
Youadmitthat. How can Congress, sir, by legis- 


lation, give the notice which she has to give pre- | 


cisely on that day? Suppose Congress had said 
that the President of the United States, in the 
same language, shall have the power to give the 


notice, could he not have given it on the 3lst of | 


December? No gentleman will deny that. Con- 


press, then, can only act by a declaration made by | 


oth branches; and when she makes that declara- 


tion, (it is immaterial when it is made,) it is legal. | 


t 18 contended that we could not pass a bill to 
give the notice until after the 31st day of Decem- 
ber. If that be true, Congress, then, cannot ex- 
ercise the right, under this construction, to give 
the notice on the 31st day of December, if they 
could not pass the law on that day. Suppose, Mr. 
President, that this contract cents t 


that Congress had not the right of passing « law to 


o be terminated | 
on the 4th day of July, 1855, would it be contended || 


sive that noticeon the 4th day of July, 1855, when | 











we know that, under the Constitution, we must 
adjourn on the 4thof March? Why, sir, it seems 
to me very clear that Congress is not violating the 
contract by authorizing the giving of this notice. 
She is merely making arrangements to place her- 
self in a position to exercise all the rights which 
belong to her under the contract. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
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l suppose, as every lawyer | 


in the Senate is giving his opinion upon this sub- | 


ject, | may be allowed to say one or two words 
upon it. I concur thoroughly in the construction 


given by the Senators from Delaware and Ohio. | 


I think they have touched the precise point before 
the Senate. No doubt this act would be legally 
binding if passed now. Take the case which the 
Senator from Texas proposes, of a contract be- 
tween two individuals. Suppose | contract with 


a farmer to cultivate my farm, and agree that the | 


contract shall last until the 3lst of December, 
1854, after which, | may put anend to it by giving 
six months’notice. Unquestionably | can instruct 
my agent a year in advance, that when that day 
comes he shall give to the farmer the six months’ 
notice. 
it could instruct itsagent in advance when the time 
comes to give the notice. 


| as required by this act, would undoubtedly be a 
| legal and valid one; but then there lies behind that 
the question suggested by the Senators from Del- | 


| is the point. 


aware and Ohio. Wouid it be good faith towards 
these contractors to exercise the power now? Is 
that what was anticipated atthe time between the 


That is what Congress meant here—that | 


The notice, therefore, | 


contracting parties? Congress reserved the power | 


to give this notice at any time after the 31st of 
December, 1854; but was it not the understanding 
at the time between Congress and these mail car- 


riers, that the lapse of time up to December 31, | 
1854, was to be given to them in order that they | 


might have an opportunity of satisfying Congress 


as to the advantage of making such a contract? | 
Or jn other words, did not Congress imply the | 
agreement with them, that it would not exercise | 
that discretion, or make upits mind on the subject | 


until the 31st of December, 1854, arrived? 
I think that Congress ought fairly 
to observe all contracts of this kind. The con- 
tractors have no court of justice to appeal to. We 


That | 


ought to carry out our contracts with the utmost 


| equity, fairness, and good faith. 


Now, although we may have the legal power 


| to give a valid notice in the way we are now pro- | 
| viding, although it may be perfectly competent | 


for us legally now to direct our agent when the | 


| time shall come at which we shall be at liberty 


to give the notice—to give it, | say, there still | 


| remains the question, whether we shall be act- | 


| ing in good faith in doing so, and not giving the 
| contractors a full opportunity of 'satisfying us 


ought not to pass this. 


| bil 
| public lands to actual settlers and cultivators. 
That cannot be done until | 


as to what a proper discretion on the subject 
will lead to. It is on that ground, I think, we 
1 believe the Senators 
from Delaware and Ohio placed the matter in its 
true legal am and at the same time pointed 
out the equitable rights of the contractors. 
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The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 

ed, and the amendment was concurred in. 

| Mr. BRODHEAD. I move again to strike out 
the third section; and on that | ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The amendment was rejected—ayes eight; noes 
not counted. 

The bill was then ordered to .a third reading, 
and was read a third time, and passed. 

HON. JARED W. WILLIAMS. 

Mr. BROWN. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to take up a House bill for the relief 
of J. C. Buckles, of Louisville, Kentucky. It can 
be passed in three minutes. 

Mr. BAYARD. I nse to a question of privi- 
lege. The Committee on the Judiciary yesterday 
reported on a question of privilege affecting the right 
of a member of this body, [the Hon. Jaren W. 
WituiaMs] to retain his seat on this floor. That 
report is now printed, and in the hands of Sena- 
tors. It is our duty to determine it at this session. 
I think that is the first business in order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricar.) 
It is a question of privilege. 

Mr. BAYARD. 1 move that the report be 
taken up. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BAYARD. I move that the Senate con- 
cur in that report. It concludes with a resolu- 


uuon. 
Mr. BUTLER. It does not conclude with a 
resolution. It is in response to a resolution of 


the Senate. It had better be read. It is particu- 
larly guarded. The resolution was referred to 
the committee, and the report is in response to 
that. 

Mr. BAYARD. The report concludes as fol- 
lows: 

In response to the resolution of the Senate, the commit 


tee are of opinion that “ the right of representation, under 
the appointment,’’ has expired. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
is on concurring in the report. 

The motion was agreed to. 

J. C. BUCKLES. 

Mr. BROWN. I now ask the Senate to take 
up the bill for the relief of J. C. Buckles, of Lou- 
isville, Kentucky. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, preceeded to consider 
the bill. 

It proposes to direct the Postmaster General to 
pay to J. C. Buckles, out of any money appro- 
priated for the transportation of the mails, $3,006. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 


The question 


|| third time, and passed. 


On a call for the yeas and nays, no quorum 
|| voted. 


Mr. CHASE. 
recess until eight o’clock. 
time since dawned. ] 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope not. I understand 
the House will soon send over the naval appro- 
priation bill. Let us wait for the message. 

Mr. JOHNSON. There is a quorum about 
the Chamber. The Sergeant-at-Arms can bring 
Senators in. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I appeal to the sense 
of justice of the Senate to" take up and pass House 

No. 1, to graduate and reduce the price of 


Mr. HUNTER. 
this bill is disposed of. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 
consent. 

Several Senators came in and recorded their 


It can by unanimous 


| votes, and the result was announced—yeas 17, 


nays 15; as follows: 
YEAS—Mesers. Bayard, Benjamin, Bright, Brodhead, 


Chase, Foot, Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, Houston, James, Rusk, | 


| Seward, Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, Wade, and 


| 


Weller—17. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Brown, Coopér, | 


Dawson, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Fitzpatrick, Hunter, 
Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Pratt, Slidell, 
and Sumner—15. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


I move that the Senate take a | 
{Morning had some | 


| 


SENATE DEBATES. 
Mr. BROWN. I havea resolution to which I 
suppose there will be no objection: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate pay from 
the contingent fund of the Senate, to the proprietors of the 
Union, National Intelligencer, and Sentinel, for publish 
ing the debates and proceedings of the Senate for the last 
and present Congress, up to the close of the present ses 
sion, at the rate of $4 50 per column: Provided, That 
neither of the said journals which may have already been 
paid for any portion of the above service shall be again 
paid for the same, 


Mr. ADAMS. That goes to the Committee on 
Printing. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I object to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

Mr. BROWN. How long? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. One day. 

Mr. BROWN. I have offered it, and | want 
| it to come up between now and twelve o’clock to- 
| morrow. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, 
announcing that they had agreed to some and dis- 
| agreed to other amendments of the Senate to the 
| bill making appropriations for the naval service 

for the year ending the 30th of June, 1855, and 
|, had agreed to the eighth amendment of the Senate 
with an amendment. 

Also, that they insisted on their disagreement 
to the amendments of the Senate, and on their 
amendment to the eighth amendment of the Sen- 
ate, and asked a conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses, and that they had ap- 
|, pointed Mr. Pueres, Mr. Parxer, and Mr. Bo- 
\, COCK, Managers of the same on their part. 


It goes over. 
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On motion by Mr. Hunter, it was ordered 
that the Senate insist on their amendments, and 
avree to the conference asked by the House of 
Leprenentatives on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Lloures thereon, and that the committee of 
conference on the part of the Senate be appointed 
by the Paestpent pro tempore; and Mr. Norris, 
Mr. Maicory,and Mr. Stipe yr, were appointed. 


GRADUATION BILL. 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. We have provided for 


almost every class of individuals, as well as cor- 
porations. Now let us provide for another and a 
different class of citizens, who are eminently enti- 
tled to the consideration of this body. 


tion rights to actual settlers upon public lands. It 
is called a bill to graduate and reduce the price of 
the public lands to actual settlers and cultivators. 
I move that it be taken up for consideration. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill. 

It proposes to direct that all of the public lands 
of the United States which shall have been in 
market for ten years or upwards, prior to the time 
of application to enter them, under the provisions 
of the bill, and still remaining unsold, shall be 
subject to sale atthe price of one dollar per acre; 
all that shall have been in market for fifteen years 
or upwards, and still remaining unsold, shall be 


A bill has | 
been sent to us from the House, granting preémp- | 


subject to sale at seventy-five cents per acre; all | 


that shall have been in market for twenty years 
or upwards, and atll remaining unsold, shall be 
sul.ject to sale at fifty cents peracre; all that shall 
have been in market for twenty-five years and up- 
wards, and still remaining unsold, shall be subject 
to sale at twenty-five cents per acre; and all that 
shall have been in market for thirty years or 
more, shail be subject to sale at twelve and a half 
cents per acre: but the provision is not to be so 
construed as to extend to lands reserved to the 
United States, in acts granting lands to States for 
railroad or other internal improvements, or to 
mineral lands held at over one dollar and twenty- 
five cents per acre 


Upon every reduction in price, the occupantand | 
settler upon the lands is to have the right of pre- | 
emption at such graduated price, upon the same | 


terms, conditions, restrictions, and limitations, 
upon which the public lands are now subject to 
the right of preémption until within thirty days 
preceding the next graduation or reduction that 
shall take place; and if not so purchased, shall 
again be subject to the right of preémption for 
eleven months, as before, and so on, from time to 


time, as reductions take place; but it is not to be | 


so construed as to interfere with any right which 
has or may accrue by virtue of any act so 
preémption to actual settlers upon public lands. 
Any persons applying to enterany of the landsare 
to be required to make affidavit, before the register 
or receiver of the proper land office, that they 
enter them for their own use, and for the purpose 
of actual settlement and cultivation, or for the 
use of an adjoining farm or plantation owned or 


occupied by them, and, together with that entry, | 


they have not acquired from the United States, 


lished surveys; and if any persons taking such 
oath or affidavit shall swear falsely in the premises, 


they are to be subject to all the pains and penalties | 


of perjury. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. This is a very important 
bill; and I beg to suggest to my friend from Ala- 
bama the propriety of not acting upon it until the 
next session, after we shall see what the House of 
Representatives does with the land bill which we 
sentto them. Iam in favor of graduating and 
reducing the price of the public lands. I shall go 
for this bill when I can ascertain that the House 
of Representatives either refuse to act upon the 
bill which we bave sent them, or reject it. We 
ought to retain the power in our hands. If the 
House pass the other bill, it would be quite unne- 
cessary to pass this, because it contains the same 
thing as is contained in that bill. It is a more 
comprehensive bill than this; and certainly while 
that is pending before the House of Representa- 
tives, we should not act upon this. We can lose 
nothing by pursuing the course which I suggest. 
We may gain by it. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. I will say to my friend 
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from Pennsylvania, that the bill to which he refers 
is more comprehensive than this, and makes ap- 
propriations of all the public lands. I will say, 
in addition, that there is a necessity for the pas- 
sage of this bill to protect a meritorious class of 
citizens. It does not interfere with the bill which 
ia before the House. It will not impede its pro- 
gress, or affect it in the least. It provides for a 
class of citizens who now require protection at 
the hands of the Government—a class settling 
upon the public lands, and who, unless it is passed, 
will remain unprotected until the next session of 
Congress. | trust my friend from Pennsylvania 
will not interpose objection to it. The bill which 
is before the House I trust will become a law. It 
not only makes a disposition of a portion of the 

ublic lands, but it disposes of the whole of them. 
his is partial, | admit, and is required to be par- 
tial, because it is confined to actual settlers. They 
are notable to help themselves, and they appeal 
to Congress to shield and protect them. If I be- 
lieved that this bill would defeat the other, I should 
by no means urge it; but it will not do that. 

Mr. CHASE. 
to the bill. 

Several Senators. Oh, no. 

Mr. CHASE. The amendment which I pro- 
pose to offer, and which I have sent to the Secre- 
tary’s desk, is the homestead bill. The House 
has signalized its action this session by passing 
two great measures in respect to the disposition of 
the public lands. 
other is the graduation bill. 


to acquire a home upon any part of the public 
lands without exception. 
has some merit, but it is a merit of an inferior de- 
gree to the homestead biil; for the homestead bill 


| enables the industrious settler to acquire a home 


| cept, of course, the reserved portions. 


anywhere upon any part of the public lands, ex- 
This bill 


| proposes to confine them to refuse lands, lands 


| 


| that it is contrary to all parliamentary law and || 


which have been in the market for many, mahy 
years. Now, sir, 1 havealready said that | do not 
wish to detain the Senate a moment, at this late 
stage of thesession. ‘There are provisions in that 
bill which are objectionable to me; there are pro- 
visions which are objectionable to other Senators; 


but it is the bill which the House bas agreed upon; || 


and I prefer to take that, and to take both meas- 


ures together. I hope the Senate will agree to the 
amendment. 


The PRESIDJNG OFFICER, (Mr. Bricur in || 


the chair.) The Chair is under the impression 


|| that the amendment is not in order. 


Mr. CHASE. For what reason? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. For the reason 


usage to put one bill as an amendment upon an- 
other. An amendment may be moved to strike 
out and insert, but not in this form. 

Mr. CHASE. I certainly takean appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. I should not do so if 


the Senate, at this very session, and at this very | 
| sitting, had not determined that question the other | 


way. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is very | 


ac : true; but it is contrary to what the Chair believes | 
under the provisions of the bill, more than three || 


hundred and twenty acres, according to the estab- | 


to be the rule. 
Mr. CHASE. But the Senate determined it. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Shall the de- 


cision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the | 


Senate? 
Mr. SEWARD. 
on that question. 
Mr. BUTLER. I move that the whole subject 


I ask for the yeas and nays 


| lie upon the table; for at 4his time, I appeal to my 


friends to know whether it is fair to have legisla- 
tion of this magnitude, when, by implication, no 
such measures ought to be taken up. When my 
friend from Alabama made his motion, I knew it 


_ would lead to these other amendments. 


Mr. CHASE. I rise to a question of order. 
An appeal is pending, and while that is the case, 
I suppose no motion that the subject lie on the 
table can be made. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That motion 
takes precedence of any other. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK called for the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered, and taken as fol- 


\y lows: 


YEAS—-Messrs. Bayard, Bright, Brodhead, Butler 


i) Dawson, and Foot—6. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Benjamin, Brown, 


I desire to offer an amendment 


One is the homestead bill; the . 
The homestead bill | 
affords to every industrious settler an opportunity 


This bill undoubtedly | 
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l] Chase, Clay, Cooper, Dodge of Lowa, Do ia — 
Geyer, Gwin, Houston, Johnson, tone a} Tltzpatrict, 
Mallory, Morton, Pettit, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward. sn Py 
Stuart, Sumner, Wade, Walker, and Weller—97,.’ Mdeat, 

So the motion that the subj i 
table was not agreed to. imupect lie upon the 

Mr. COOPER. I move that the 
a recess until nine o’clock. 

Mr. CHASE. Is that in order, 
question is pending ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, 
in order except to adjourn, until the 
posed of. The question ison the appeal, 

Mr. BROWN. I move that when the Sey 
adjourn, it be to meet at ten o’clock. - 

_Mr. PETTIT. We want an Executive ge 
| sion. Nominations are to be received and etek 
upon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
| cannot be entertained while the other que 
| pending. 
| Mr. DAWSON. I move that the Senate take 


| a recess until ten o’clock. 


Senate take 
while this 


No Motion ig 
appeal is dis. 


Motion 
SION jg 


bo PRESIDING OFFICER. That is not in 
order. 

| Mr. DAWSON. I move that the Senate gq. 
| journ urtil ten o’clock 

| The PRESIDING OFFICER. | That is not jp 
| order. The hour of meeting is already fixed } 

| a resolution. 7 
| Mr.DAWSON. Then I move that the Seng 
| adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


Tne PRESIDING OFFICER. . The Senator 
from Alabama moved that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of the graduation bill. The 
order was made. The Senator from Ohio moved 
as an amendment to that, the homestead bill 
The Chair decided it not to be in order as an jp. 
dependent proposition, and contrary to the rules 
of the Senate. From that decision the Senator 
from Ohio appealed. If offered as a substitute, it 
would be in order, but not as an independent 
|| proposition. 

Mr. CHASE. The Chair, I understand, de. 
| cides that it is contrary to the rules of the Senate. 
|, | want to know if there is a rule of that sort? 
‘| The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Yes, sir. 
| Mr. CHASE. I ask for the reading of it, 
|| The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The Chair de 
cides that it is contrary to parliamentary law and 
| usage to offer one bill as an amendment to another. 
Mr. CHASE. I wish to say a word on tha 
| question. The subject pending before the Senate 
| is the disposition of the public lands, A bill has 
| been taken up providing for the disposition of the 
public lands to actual settlers for a limited price. 
| move to amend that bill by adding certain sec- 
tions, providing for the granting of those lands 
without price. It isa part of the system of dis- 
|| position. Now, sir, in the House of Represent- 
| tives, and here, there is nothing more common, 
and there has been nothing more common from the 
commencement of my service in this body up t 
| this time, than to amend a bill precisely in that 
form; and if the Senate now determine this to be 
out of order, it will reverse its whole practice. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


| A message was received from the President of 
| the United States, by Mr. Wesster, his Secre- 
tary, announcing that he had this day approved 
and signed an act to constitute Pilatka and Bay- 
port, in the State of Florida, ports of delivery 
respectively, and Keokuk and Dubuque, in tht 
| State of Lowa. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


| A message was received from the House of Rep- 
| resentatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, an- 
| nouncing that the House had passed the bill from 
|| the Senate, to change the name of the Americal 
| built brig Glamorgan to that of Wizard. 

| 

| 


1] 


| 
j 
| 


| Also, that they had passed a joint resolution 
making appropriation for the payment of those 
|| entitled to the benefits of the resolution of the 
|| House of Representatives of the United States, 
passed August 3, 1854, voting extra compensation 
|| to pages, folders, and others, in which they ™ 


| quested the concurrence of the Senate. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


| 

] The message also announced that the House 
|| had agreed to some, and disagreed to other amen® 
|| ments of the Senate to the bill making approp"™ 


j 
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- gor the support of the Army for the year end- 
Hot 30th of June, 1855, asked a conference on 
et aoreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, 

had appointed Mr. Brecxinreinge, Mr. Mc- 


ut, and Mr. Wattey, the committee on 


S art art. e . = 
“Phe Senate proceeded to consider their amend- 


¢, amended and disagreed to by the House of 
a peentatives to the bill; and, on motion by Mr. 
“ it, it was ordered that the Senate insist on 
er amendments, amended and disagreed to by 
a House, and agree to the conference asked by 
> House, and that the committee of conference 
the part of the Senate be appointed by the 
mepeipent protempore. Mr. Brient, Mr. Wex- 
ae and Mr. SepasTIaNn, were appointed. 
ai GRADUATION BILL. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
ncymed the consideration of the graduation bill. 
“The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
. whether the decision of the Chair in regard to 
amendment offered by the Senator from Ohio, 
-palj stand as the judgment of the Senate. 

“Mr. CHASE. On that I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

“The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SEWARD. I wish to inquire whether 
the House of Representatives did not send the 
pomestead bill here, and whether that was not 
amended by adding sections to it embracing the 
sraduation principle? 

* Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
while to try to pass this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
ia not debatable. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will speak until 
twelve o'clock, if this thing is forced upon us at 
this ume. 


It is not worth 


The yeas and nays were taken, with the follow- | 


ing result: 


yEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Brown, Clay, Coop- | 


er, Douglas, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gwin, Houston, Hunter, 
Joinson, Mallory, Morton, Pettit, Rusk, Sebastian, Stuart, 
and Weller—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Chase, Dodge of Iowa, Foot, Gillette, 


Jones of Tennessee, Seward, Sumner, Wade, and Walker | 


) 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is not a 
quorum voting. 

Attempts were made to obtain a quorum by 
bringing in absent Senators. 


Mr. ATCHISON. The habit which the Sen- | 
atehas of bringing in Senators after the roll is | 
No one | 


called, is against the rules of the Senate. 
is entitled to vote, unless he 
Chamber when the roll is called. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I recollect a case distinctly 
in which we sent out and coerced members to 
come in by an order of the Senate. ‘ 

Mr. ATCHISON. You can dothat; but they 
cannot vote after you bring them in. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I do not understand how 
that rule is. It is the every-day practice to re- 
ceive such votes. 

Mr. ATCHISON. 
not the rule. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Let us see the rule. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Nothing is 


is in the Senate 


more common than for the Senate, when no quo- | 


rum is prostat, to compel absentees to attend. 
_ Mr. DAWSON, 
journ. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the 
only motion which the Chair can entertain. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I move to amend, by 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL 


I know it is; but still it is | 


I move that the Senate ad- | 





'fear about that. No motion is now in order, 
| there being no quorum here, except to adjourn. 
Mr. DAWSON. I move that the Senate ad- 
ourn. 
- Mr. HUNTER. When do we meet? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Pennsylvania moves to adjourn until eight 
| o’clock. 
Mr. STUART. I object to that. 
The motion was agreed to. 
| The Senate accordingly, at half past five o’clock, 
/a.m., Friday, adjourned to meet at eight o’clock, 
a.m. 


| = = 
| IN SENATE. 
Farivar, August 4, 1854. 


The Senate met at eight o’clock, a. m., pursu- 
ant to adjournment from five, a. m. 


THOMAS JORDAN. 


On motion by Mr. WELLER, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the 
| consideration of House bill ‘* authorizing the Sec- 
| retary of the Treasury to setile the accounts of 
| Thomas Jordan, assistant quartermaster in the 
| United States Army.” 
| _It proposes to authorize the Secretary of the 
| Treasury to audit and settle, upon the principles 
| of equity and justice, the accounts of Thomas 
| Jordan, assistant quartermaster in the United 
|| States Army, arising out of his disbursements as 
| disbursing officer of the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment at the city of Vera Cruz, Mexico, from Au- 
| gust 10, 1847, to August 1, 1848. 

Mr. WELLER. I think this is one of the most 
remarkable cases I ever knew. This géntieman 
was @ disbursing officer in the Mexican war, and 
disbursed money to the amount of $4,300,000. 
He was stricken down by the yellow fever, and 
a little fraud was practiced on him by his clerk, 
having paid a draft that was presented, amount- 
ing, perhaps, to some $2,000. This is to author- 
ize the settlementof that amount. I donot know 
| the man; but I think it a very remarkable case. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


CASH AND ELLIS. 

Mr. MORTON. lI ask the Senate to proceed 
to the consideration of House bill “ for the relief 
of David C. Cash and Giles U. Ellis,’’ two sol- 
diers. The amount is inconsiderable. The bill 
has passed the House, and has been referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs of this body, and 
| unanimously reported back. I| hope it will now 

be passed. 

Phe motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
| the bill. 

| It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to pay to David C. Cash, late lieutenant, and 
|| Giles U. Ellis, private, in the Seminole war in 
Florida, whatever may be due them on the mus- 
ter-rolls for military services in that war. 

Cash and Ellis served in the war with the Sem- 
inoles in Florida, the former as a lieutenant, and 
the latter asa private. They were deputed, with 
the concurrence and approbation of their respect- 
ive commanders, to assist the regimental! quarter- 
| Master and commissary of subsistence, Richard 
|| R. Crum, in the receipt and disbursement of sup- 
|| plies; the former at Fort Crane, and the latter at 
|| Fort Gilliland. They received supplies from time 


adding : ** to meetat nine o’clock.”” The House || to time from the acting quartermaster of the Army 


has adjourned to meet at that hour. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That can only 

¢ done by unanimous consent. 

Several Senators. 
o’clock. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I will so modify it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 
that the Senate take a recess until eight o’clock. 

Mr. STUART. That cannot be 
aquorum. I object to it. 

_Mr. BROWN. I want to make this sugges- 
tion. Unless we adjourn, it is one continuous day, 
and the 4th of August on which we have agreed 
to adjourn sine die never comes. Now, when will 
the Secretary commence to make up his Journal 


for the 4th of August, unless we adjourn? We 
must adjourn. 


Mr. STUART. 





Agreed; but say eight 


one without | 


} I will be bound that the Sec- 
retary will make up the Journal right. I have no 


,and the acting commissary of subsistence, and 
|| placed the same in the public storehouses of their 
|| respective stations, signing receipts and vouchers 
'| for the same, David C. Cash signing as “ acting 
assistant commissary,” and Giles U. Ellisas * as- 
sistant quartermaster at Fort Gilliland.’’ Although 
|| signing receipts in this form, they considered them- 
|| selves as acting merely in the capacity of agents of 
Crum, and responsible to him alone. 

They well and truly discharged their duties as 
agents of Crum, receiving the supplies, and dis- 
bursing them, upon regular requisitions, to the 
troops in service, and (in pursuance of law) to the 
suffering inhabitants; and, at the expiration of the 
performance of their duty, they accounted to R. 
R. Crum, the regimental quartermaster, delivering 
to him all the receipts, invoices, requisitions, and 
other vouchers covering their issues, and which 
vouchers were made out in his name. They had 





GLOBE. _ 


| not supposed themselves liable for the property to 


| bursed under orders from a regularly recognized 


| amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a third 


, amendment, ordered to a third reading, was read 


2203 


any one other than Crum, alleging that they had 
received no authority whatever to act in their own 
names as agents of the Government, etther in the 
quartermaster or commissary’s department. And 
yet, when, after the war, they applied for the pay 
due them on the muster-rolls for their military 
services, they were met by an cffset of this very 
public property, which, years before, they had dis- 



































































quartermaster, and to whom they had fully ac- 
counted. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


= mh af ee BO 


oor 
“RE 


ume, and passed. 


COASTING TRADE. 

Mr. TOOMBS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
into the existing laws concerning navigation and the coast- 
ing trade, and report at the next session, by bill or otherwise, 
whether any, and if any what, ehanges in them may be 
necessary to cheapen the transportation of commodities, 
and to promote the general interest of the country. 


IRA CALL, 

Mr. CHASE. | ask the Senate to take up the 
bill from the House of Representatives for the 
relief of Ira Call, of Huron county, Ohio. Heis 
a very old man, and this is to give him a smal) 
pension. 
The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. It proposes to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to place Ira Call’s name on the list of 
invalid pensioners, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, from the Ist of March, 1854. 
The bili was reported to the Senate without 
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a third time, and passed. 


F. A. WHITNEY. 


Mr. PETTIT. The Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom the subject was referred, 
have directed me to make a report, accompanied 
by a bill, authorizing the title of the United States 
to lot No. 20, in square 116, Washington city, to 
be conveyed to Foliet A. Whitney. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I hope that bill will 
be now put upon its passage. It isto granta title 
to a lot to one of the pages of the Senate, for which 
he has already paid the sum of seventy-five or one 
hundred dollars. 

There being no objection, the bill was read a 
first and second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Commissioner of Pub- 
lic Buildings to convey to Louis F. Whitney, in 
trust for his son Foliet A. Whitney, a minor, the 
title of the United States to lot 20, in square 116, 
in the city of Washington, upon his paying there- 
for twenty-five dollars. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


GARDINER’S MILITARY DICTIONARY. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I submitted a resolution 


yesterday, proposing to purchase some copies of 
Gardiner’s Dictionary of the Army. I ask the 
Senate, if there be no objection now, to proceed 
to the consideration of that resolution. 


Mr. ADAMS. I object. 


JOHN RICE JONES. 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. There is on the table 


| a House bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
| tives of John Rice Jones, deceased, which has 
| heretofore passed this body five or six different 
times, but has never become a law. I ask the 
Senate now to proceed to its consideration. 
There being no objection, the Senate, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill. 
| {tis to authorize the legal representatives of 
John Rice Jones, deceased, to locate, in legal di- 
visions and subdivisions, not less than one hun- 
dred and sixty acres, an area of three thourand 
| four hundred and eighty-five acres, on any of the 
public lands which shall have been offered at pub- 
lic sale, and may be subject to private entry; 
which location shall be in full satisfaction of the 
claims of Jones, which are entered as numbers 
1285 and 1286, in the report dated January 4, 
1813, of the Kaskaskia commissioners; and,on a 
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proper return being made to the General Land | 


Office, from the district land office, of a location 
in conformity to the act, a patent shall issue; but 
no location shall be made upon mineral land or 
lands reserved for the use of schools, or for mili- 
tary purposes, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 

LAND GRADUATION BILL. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I understand that the 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. Cuase] has withdrawn 
his objection to the House bill ‘* to reduce and 
graduate the price of the public lands to actual 
settiers and cultivators,’’ and that there is notnow 
any Senator who will object tothat bill. I should 
not ask for its consideration at this time if there 
was. But, sir, it is a question upon which we 
have passed and repassed, and there is scarcely a 
man, even the most hostile to the new States, and 
the most desirous of perpetuating the system of 
tyranny end oppression which has existed in your 
puklic land system, who is opposed to this grad- 
uation bill. Everything else which has beenasked 
for the West has been defeated, and the last | ask 
for them now is, that the Senate shall take up this 
bill and pase it. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the House bill ** to reduce and grad- 
uate the price of the public lands to actual settlers 
and cultivators.”’ 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
Ohio withdraw the appeal which he took yester- 
day from the decision of the Chair? 

Mr. WELLER, I withdraw it for him. 

Mr. STUART. It is the understanding that 
he withdraws his amendment. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
Ohio withdraw his amendment? 

Mr. CHASE. Under the existing circum- 
stances which surround us, I do. 

No amendment being proposed, the bill was 
reported to the Senate without amepdment, or- 
dered to a third reading, read a third time, and 
passed. 

NORTH AMERICAN FISHERIES. 

Mr. TOOMBS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States be, 
and he is requested, to procure and submit to both Houses 
of Congress, a commercial and statistical report of the sea 
fisheries of New England and the British North American 
Provinces, and their influence and bearing on the foreign 
trade and home business of the United States, together 
with a topographical description of the fishing grounds of 
the suid British Provinces, especially of those now fre- 
quented by fishermen of the United States, and others to 
which they may resort hereafter, with other information, 
as well scientific as practical, that may be useful in the 
prosecution of the fisheries, and which will tend to advance 
that important branch of business in any departinent. 


UNSURVEYED LANDS IN MINNESOTA. 


Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I appeal to the Senate 
now to take up House bill ‘to extend the right 
of preémption over unsurveyed lands in Minne- 
sota, and for other purposes.”” It is one which 
has been long in my hands. I reported it back 
from the Committee on Public Lands some time 
ago, and the Delegate from that Territory feels a 
deep interest in it. 
up the bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, considered the bill. 
It provides that the provisions of the preémption 
act of September 4, 1841, and the acts amendatory 
thereof, shall be extended to the lands in Minne- 
—- Territory, whether surveyed or not; but in 
all cases where preémption is claimed on unsur- 
veyed land, the settler shall file his declaratory 
statement within three months after the survey 
shall have been made and returned, and make 
proof and payment before the day appointed by 
the President’s proclamation for the commence- 
ment of the sale of the lands. 

Mr. PRATT. 
very proms at this hour of the morning to passa 
bill which seems to make some disposition of all 
the lands within the limits of Minnesota. I do 
not know exactly what it does with them. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will suggest to my friend 
from Maryland that [ have run my eye over the 


bill, and it merely faa. fora preémption right. , 


Mr. PRATT. I am satisfied. 
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The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a || commissioned officers, 
third time, and passed i 
|| amendment, ordered to a third read 


‘| increases the pay of the rank and file. 


‘the Army appropriation bill. 


|| this bill back, and put it on its passage. 


| to debate. 
Mr. PETTIT. Then | withdraw my motion. | 


| Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 


| Army at the rate of four dollars per month, to 
continue for the terms of three years from the Ist || 


discharged from the service of the United States, 


I hope the Senate will take | é 
‘of five years after the expiration of his previous 


charged, are to be entitled to the benefits herein 
| provided for a second enlistment. 


Ido not know whether it is | 





JACOB BAKER. 


On motion by Mr. CHASE, the Senate, as in | 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the con- | 
sideration of the House bill for the relief of Jacob | 
Baker, of Sandusky City, Ohio. 

It proposes to require the Secretary of the In- | 
terior to place his name on the pension roll, and | 
pay him eight dollars a month during his natural 
life, payment to commence from June 27, 1854. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a | 
third time, and passed. 


PAY OF THE RANK AND FILE OF THE ARMY. 


Mr. PETTIT. I ask the Senate to proceed to 
the consideration of House bill for the relief of 
Thomas C. Green. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Lhope the Senator will allow 
us to take up the Calendar in regular order. 

Mr. PETTIT. I wish to dispose of some 
House bills which have been reported on favora- 
bly by the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. JOHNSON. How many? 

Mr. PETTIT. Threeor four, 

Mr. PRATT. Let each member get up one | 
bill at a time. 

Mr. PETTIT. Very well; but let this be 
passed first. 

Mr. WELLER. I have an appeal to make to | 
my friend from Indiana. The House of Repre- 
sentatives passed a bill to increase the pay of the | 
rank and file of the Army, and to encourage en- | 
listment. It will be recollected that we passed a | 
bill to increase the pay of the officers, as well as 
the rank and file. The House of Representatives | 
refused to pass that bill, but sent us this, which 
The Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs have not reported this 
bill heretofore, with the hope that they mightebe 
able to obtain their own bill by an amendment on 
Now, at the last | 
hour, when we have failed in tlrat, I ask to report | 


Mr. PETTIT. 
yield to this bill. 
Mr. WELLER. 


If it create no debate, I will 


Mr. WELLER. I am instructed by the Com- 


| General Land Office to issue a patent to T 


It will not, of course, lead | 





mittee on Military Affairs to report back, with- | 
out amendment, House bill * to increase the pay | 


of the rank and file of the Army, and to encour- 


age enlistments,’’ and to ask that it may now be | 


considered. 
There being no objection, the Senate, as in 


the bill. 


It proposes to increase the pay of the non-com- 
missioned officers, musicians, and privates of the 


of January next, and until otherwise fixed by | 
law. Every soldier, who, having been honorably | 


shall, within one month thereafter, reéalist, is to 
be entitled to two dollars per month in addition to 
the ordinary pay of his grade, for the first period | 


enlistment, and a further sum of one dollar per 
month for each successive period of five years, so 
long as he shall remain continually in the Army; 
and soldiers now in the Army, who have served 
one or more enlistment, and Gist honorably dis- 


Soldiers who served inthe war with Mexico, | 


and received a certificate of merit for distinguished | 
services, as well those now in the Army as those | 
that may hereafter enlist, are to receive the two | 
dollars per month to which that certificate would | 
have entitled them, if they had remained continu- | 
ously in the service. 

Non-commissioned officers who, under the au- | 
thority of the seventeenth section of the act of | 


| March 3, 1847, were recommended for promotion | 
‘| by brevet to the lowest grade of commissioned | 


officer, but did not receive the benefit of that pro- 


‘vision, are to be entitled to the additional pay | 
| authorized to be given to such privates as received | 
\| certificates of merit. 





August 4, 


Provision is also made for the Promotion of p 
On. 


The bill was reported to the Senate Without 
. u 
third time, and passed. Ing, read a 


THOMAS C. GREEN, 
On motion by Mr. PETTIT, thes : 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded “ae in 
sideration of House bill for the relief of Th a 


C. Green. It requires the Commissioner =m 
e 


homas 
of sec. 
frange 
’ which 
former One 
hwest quar. 
NeW patent 


C. Green for the southeast quarter section 
tion thirty-three, in township eleven north o 
three west, in the military tract of Illinois 
patent is to recite the fact that the 
was filled out erroneously for the sout 
ter, and has been lost, and therefore a 
has been issued to the grantee. 
The bill was reported to the Senate witho 

amendment, ordered to a third reading, weed a 


| third time, and passed. 


EXTRA COMPENSATION, 


Mr. JOHNSON. I move that the Senate noy 
take up a resolution which was submitted g few 
days ago by the Senator from Iowa, in regard ¢ 
the extra compensation to our reporters—the ~ 
nual tribute which is here paid to their services 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That there be paid, out of the contingent fang 
of the Senate, to each of the reporters of the Congressiona) 
Globe for the Senate, the same sum which was paid them 
at the last session of Congress. 

Mr. SEWARD. It will be remembered that, 
the commencement of this session, the Globe and 
Union both reported the debates of the Senate 
and that the Union withdrew from the contract, 
It is but right, therefore, that the reporters for the 
Union should be embraced in that resolution, for 
the period that they continued to report. I move 
to amend the resolution by inserting a provision 
for the payment of the reporters of the Union, for 
the time they were employed. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. That is certainly just, 
and I will modify the resolution by inserting “ anj 
to the reporters of the Union for the time they 
were employed, pro rata.”’ 

Mr. JOHNSON. I move to amend the reso- 
lution by inserting after the amendment, which 
has just been accepted, the words ‘and to the 
Superintendent of Public Printing, and the clerks 
and messengers in his office, the same extn 
compensation as was paid to them at the expir- 
tion of the last session of Congress.’’ The Sen- 
ate will recollect that a short time since we put an 
amendment into the civil and diplomatic bill to 
this effect, upon this ground: When a joint reso- 
lution was passed, increasing the compensation of 
the legislative employees, it was decided thet 
these officers belonged to the executive depar- 
ments, and when a bill was passed which in- 


| creased the compensation of the executive clerks, 


it was decided that they belonged to neither. 
Under those circumstances, this class of our clerks 
were cut out of any extra compensation at all. 
This amendment merely proposes to give them 
the extra compensation which is usual, and it 
does not reach the amount that their regular in- 
crease would, under either of the propositions to 
which I have referred. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I would suggest to the 
Senator from Arkansas that that requires the 
concurrent action of both Houses. 

Mr. JOHNSON. No, sir, the amendment 
merely proposes to pay out of our contingent 
fund the same extra compensation which was 
allowed to these officers at the last session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricat 
in the chair.) The Chair is of opinion that the 
report made by the select committee, graduating 
the scale of salaries to be paid the officers of the 
Senate, and which was adaptell by the Senate, 
forbids anything of this sort. 

Mr. TOOMBS. That was my understanding 
at the time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ament- 
ment is, therefore, clearly out of order. 

Mr. JOHNSON. _I wish to call the attentio 
of the Senate to the fact that these clerks were eX- 
cluded from the increase of compensation allowed 
to the clerks in the executive departments on the 
ground that they did not belong to that class. 
When increased compensation was allowed to tht 
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54. 
sata " 
tive clerks, they were excluded from that | 
ye the ground that they did not belong to the | 
or eelative class of clerks. Thus they have been | 
out from both increases. They were allowed 
‘the last seasion, out of the contingent fund of 
che Senate, the usual extra compensation. It is, 
; yre, now certainly in order to propose to 
ba them the same allowepce; and if it should | 
 lloweds they will not receive as much as the | 
be al compensation to which they would have | 
ly entitled, if, by the decisions of the De- | 
,nment, they had been allowed to come in, 
5 her as legislative or execytive clerks. If the | 
Senate is averse to granting this extra compensa- 
sm it can vote down the amendment; but I sub- 
2 t that it is clearly in order. nig 

Mr. PRATT. I wish to make a single remark 
that may be applicable to other cases which may | 
brought before us. 


; ' 
ezis 


tt erei¢ 


reguiar 
been just 


be 


Mr. JOHNSON. There is no other case that | 


| know of. 


Mr. PRATT The persons included in this 


amendment are not connected with the Senate in 
any way. 
be properly expended for the purpose of paying 
persons who have no connection, officially, with 
the Senate, | am at a loss tq ascertain. 

” Mr. TOOMBS. 
amendment to be out of order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
decision of the Chair. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Well, sir, [am so clear in 
my own mind that the amendment is in order that 
[am compelled to appeal from the decision. I 
must state to the Senator from Maryland, who, I 
am sure, is not disposed to do injustice, that these 
clerks draw their pay from us entirely, and all 
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Now, how our contingent fund can ‘ 


I believe the Chair rules the | 


Such is the | 


gS 


| The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

| does not recognize reporters as officers of the 
body; and, therefore, his decision does not apply 
to them. 

Mr. WALKER. I have an amendment to 
offer, which | will appeal to the honorable Sen- 
ator from lowa to accept a3 a modification of his 
resolution. Itis to add: 

And that the usual compensation to the enrolling and 

engrossing clerks be paid to them out of the same fund. 
| Theseclerks have been more pressed, I will ven- 
ture to say, at the close of this session, than they 


ever have been for a large number of years past. | 


The amount which this amendment would give 
them would be very small, and I think, myself, 
that justice, as well as generosity, requires that it 
| should be adopted. 
| Mr. TOOMBS. Were they not allowed an 
increase of twenty per cent. under the joint resolu- 
tion which we passed not long since? 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are they clerks 
of the Senate? 


Mr. WALKER. They are enrolling and en- | 


grossing clerks, temporary clerks in the employ- 
ment of the Secretary of the Senate. 
| Mr. TOOMBS. That is expressly forbidden. 
|| They got the increase, and cannot be allowed this 
| amount. 
|| The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
|| will inquire whether they are regular clerks of the 
Senate? 


Mr. WALKER. The Secretary can inform || 


|| the Chair. 
|| Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 


The object of the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin is to pay fifty dollars to each 
of the enrolling and engrossing clerks, who have 
|| been employed during the last four or five days. 


LOBE. 


The Chair | 


The Chair 


their accounts are settled and adjudicated here. | 
Their connection is with the legislative depart- | 
ment. They are clerks of the Senate, in reality, 


and are not clerks of any of the Departnaents. || ngand engrossing clerks.’ 
\«* 


The amendment provides only for those who do 


It has been allowed to them heretofore. 
Mr. WALKER. I have no objection to mod- 


ify the amendment by saying ‘‘ temporary enroll- 


‘he PRESIDING OFFICER. If they betem- 


not receive the regular increase allowed by the || porary clerks, the amendment will be in order. 


joint resolution, under which this amendment has | 
‘been ruled out of order. \| 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question || 


Mr. WALKER. I will modify it by inserting 
the word “* temporary.” 
Mr. CASS. P 


is, ‘Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the || giving to clerks who have only been at work two 


judgment of the Senate?”’ 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. If this decision shall || 
be sustained, these clerks will not be compensated | 
at all. It seems, in the first instance, they were | 
assigned to the executive departments; but when || 
the extra compensation was allowed to the clerks 
of those departments, wey were excluded, and || 
it was then said that they belonged to the legisla- || 
tive department. The compensation of the clerks |! 
of every other department, legislative and execu- {| 
tive, has been increased; but these clerks have re- | 
ceived no extra compensation. Now, I appeal to || 
the Senate, and particularly to the Senator from | 
Georgia, not to refuse an increase of compenga- || 
tion to these meritorious clerks, when all other || 
employees in every department of Government |} 
have had their compensation increased. | 

Mr. JOHNSON. An amendment to provide 
for them was put by the Senate into the civil and 
diplomatic bill, but it was cut out by the commit- 
tee of conference. 1} 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It could not 
be objected to as an amendment to the civil and 
diplomatic bill; for there it was proposed to make 
it a law; but, as the Chair before stated, the || 
select committee appointed for the purpose of | 
reporting a proposition graduating the pay of offi- || 
cers of the Senate, provided by resolution, which 
the Senate adopted, that no further appropriation | 
should be made to pay officers of the Senate ex- 
cept by law. The amendment, therefore, cannot 
be received, as taking out of the contingent fund 
of the Senate money to pay extra compensation to 
officers of the Senate. Itis on that ground that | 
re Chair decides the amendment to be out of or- 

er. t| 
_ Mr. WALKER. Was that report concurred || 
in by the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It was. | 

The question being taken, ‘* Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the Senate?’’ 
it was decided in the affirmative; so the amend- 
ment was ruled to be out of order. 

_Mr. WALKER. I wish to ask for informa- | 
tion, whether the decision of the Chair would 

not equally reach the reporters mentioned in the 

Original resolution ? 





|| or three days, $250. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. It is only fifty dollars. 
Mr. CASS. Then suppose the amendment is 
fifty, itis unjust that one who has worked for six 
months as a temporary clerk, and one who has 


| worked but for one day, should get the same sum. 


Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I hope, if there be any 
objection, the Senator from Wisconsin will with- 
draw his amendment, so as not to embarrass the 
resolution. 

Mr. WALKER. I withdraw the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the resolution of the Senator from lowa. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 
adding ‘‘and to John Brown, Robert Carter, and 
Harry Dodson, the sum of fifty dollars each.”’ 
These are men of color, employed in the stables and 


allowance. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Is not that out of order? 
has a right to make an appropriation out of the 
contingent fund to anybody not officers of the 
body. These are not officers of the body. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr.MORTON. My attention has been drawn, | 
in connection with an amendment which I had | 


prepared, to a joint resolution passed in June last, 


in respect to the compensation of the employees | 


of the legislative branch of the Government. I 
find, however, that a resolution has passed the 
House of Representatives giving the pages of that 
House $200 extra compensation out of the con- 
tingent fund of the House. The joint resolution 
provider that those who receive the twenty per 
cent. ** shall not hereafter receive the usual extra 
compensation.’”’ 
ceived about $200 extra compensation; and, there- 


fore,to avoid the technicality of the joint resolution, || 


if I may use the expression, | have prepared an 
amendment to add ‘‘ that the pages, folders, and 
other employees of the Senate receive $]05 extra 
compensation.”’ That sum adding the twenty 
per cent. would place them upon an equality with 
the pages of the House of Representatives. 

r. EVANS. How much do the pages get 
now? 


here would be great objection to | 
|| to amendments, | move to lay the resolution on 


|} Mr. 


1 
tion. 


I move to amend it by | 


\ charged his duty ace 
ill 


The pages in the House have re- | 
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Mr. COOPER. Two dollars and fifty cents a 
d 


ay. 

Mr. DAWSON. Will the Senator from Flor- 
ida be kind enough to tell me what is the amount 
of money received by one of these pages during 
the session? 

Mr. MORTON. It requires a little arithmeti- 
cal calculation, and 1 presume the Senator from 
Georgia is quite as much qualified for it as | am. 
{ think their compensation is §2 50 per diem. 

Mr. DAWSON. Andtwenty percent. on that? 

Mr. MORTON. I see the joint resolution is 
very guarded, and provides that the pages of the 


| House shall receive the same compensation as 


pages of the Senate. The rule should work both 
ways, and the pages of the Senate should receive 
as much as those of the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ator offer an amendment? 

Mr. MORTON. Yes, sir; to add “and $105 
extra compensation be paid to the pages, folders, 
and other employees of the Senate.” 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Thatisclearly 
out of order. 

Mr. MORTON. 
resolution? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Certainly. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Itseems to me that this comes 
within the decision of the Chair, made a short 
time ago. The pay of the pages was raised by 
the joint resolution, and they are, therefore, clearly 
excluded from extra compensation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

Mr. MORTON. 
decision of the Chair. 

Mr. WALKER. I think the laborers in the 
Capitol grounds should be embraced in this res- 
olution. They have been cut down to a rate of 
wages lower than any other employees of the 
Government in this city, and at the same time 
they bear more of the heat and burden of the day 


Does the Sen- 


Is it in violation of the joint 


Clearly so. 
I will not appeal from the 


|| than anybody else; and if weare to pass an extra" 


compensation resolution I should be in favor of 

| amending it so as to include them. They need it 
more than any others that I know of. 

Mr. TOOMBS. As there seems to be no end 


the table. 
DODGE, of lowa. I hope not; I hope 
we shall have the question on the resolution. 

Mr. TOOMBS. If we can take the question 
I have no objection, and will withdraw my mo- 


Mr. CASS. 


I would inquire whether the com- 


|| pensation of the pages has been increased. If 
| not, the joint resolution which has been referred 


| to does not embrace them, for it only embraces 
| those whose compensation was increased by it. 
| ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. They areclearly 
embraced. ' 
The resolution, as amended, was agreed to, as 
follows: 


|| Resolved, That there be paid, out of the contingent fund 
| 


retiring room, and this is to give them the usual | 


of the Senate, to each of the reporters of the Congressional 
Globe for the Senate, the same sum which was paid them 
at the last session of Congress; and to the reporters of the 
Union for the time they were employed pro rata; and to 
Jobn Brown, Robert Carter, and Harry Dodson, the sum of 


|| fifty dollars each. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate | 


PATRICK GASS. 

| Mr. CASS. My attention has been drawn by 
'a member of the House to the bill of the House 
for the relief of Patrick Gass, and I have a mo- 
tive for asking the attention of the Senate to it, 
because | happen to know the man. This is the 


expedition of Clarke and Lewis. He was a sol- 


' 
| 
Patrick Gass who wrote the first account of the 
| 
| 


|! dier who volunteered in that service; he served 


many years in a service of great danger apd dif- 
ficulty. He frequently passed over the Rocky 
Mountains, and crossed to the Pacific. He dis- 
I understand that he 
| is now very poor. The is to give him three 
|| hundred and twenty acres of bounty land; and [ 
move that the Senate proceed to its consideration. 
'| 1 trust there will be no objection to it. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill. 

It proposes to require the proper officers of the 
Government to issue to Patrick Gass a warrant 
for three hundred and twenty acres of land, to 
be located on any of the public lands of the United 


| States subject to private entry. 
‘| ‘The bil 


was reported to the Senate without 
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amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


JONATHAN PEARCE. 


Mr. SUMNER. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Pensions to report back the House bill 


for the relief of Jonathan Pearce, and to ask that || 


it may now be put upon its passage. 
There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 


to consider the bill, as mn Committee of the Whole. || 


It proposes to require the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to place the name of Jonathan Pearce, of 
Muskingum county, Ohio, upon the pension rolls, 
and cause to be paid to him eight dollars per 
month, 80 long as he lives, commencing January 
1, 1854. 

It appears that Pearce was a private in Captain 
James Brown’s company, of Colonel Miller’s 
regiment of Ohio mili 
brother, who was drafted in August, 1812, at 
Zanesville, Ohio, and served six months, when he 
was honorably discharged. The original certifi- 
cate of discharge is on file in the Pension Office in 
an application for bounty land. Pearce was one 
of a company dispatched on an expedition against 
the Indians, and was absent eight days, and had 
food for five days only. In consequence of lack 
of food and exposure he took sick, and remained 
so for six weeks, then partially recovered, and 
served out his time. Soon afterwards his disease 
settled in his limbs, producing chronic rheuma- 
tism, and he has suffered from it ever since. For 
the last twenty or twenty-five years he has hob- 
bled round on crutches; he is now aged sixty- 
three; incurable, and a man of good character. 

No amendment being proposed, the bill was 
reported to the Senate withoutamend ment, ordered 


itia, as substitute for his || 


‘| The first, which was to amend the clause ‘For | 


to a third reading, was read a third time, and | 


passed. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion by Mr. RUSK, the Senate proceeded | 


to the consideration of Executive business; and 
after some time spent therein, the doors were re- 
opened. 


CLERK TO JUDICIARY COMMITTEE. 
Mr. BAYARD submitted the following resolu- 


tion; which was considefed by unanimous con- | 


gent: 


Resolwed, That the Committee on the Judiciary be au- | 
thorized to continue the employment of a clerk during the | 


recess of Congress, forthe purpose of obtaining certain in- 
formation in reference to the judiciary of the United States. 


Mr. BUTLER. My colleague on the commit- 
tee, the Senator from Georgia, {Mr. Toomss,] has 
had this matter under consideration, and has col- 
lected a good deal of information, but not enough 
for the action of the committee in relation to the 
matter, and a horizontal scale of salaries cannot 
be adopted, unless further information is obtained. 
Hence it is necessary to get that information in 
relation to marshals and district attorneys; and he 
cannot obtain it without a clerk to do the corres- 
pondence. 

Mr. JONES, of fowa. 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BUTLER. Oh, no! 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. 
He has more work to do than the clerk of any 
other committee. 


I want a clerk for the 


What is the reason? | 


Mr: BUTLER. The resolution is not put on | 


that ground at all. 
gia will have to open the correspondence, or some- 
body else must do it. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
to the resolution, if it were amended according to 
the suggestion of the Senator from Iowa. It would 
be wrong. 
«some person should carry on the correspondence 


If the Senate thinks it is proper that | 


Either the Senator from Geor- | 


I should myself be opposed | 


in regard to this vast subject, extending to every | 
State in the Union, our resolution is right; but I 
am against the amendment, and against the reso- | 


Jution, if amended; for our intention is not to 
create a pension office. 

Mr. WALKER. 
will be done will be about this. A letter will be 
written in a form to elicit the information sought 
for. Thirty-one copies of it will be struck off in 
German text, signed by the clerk, and sent to the 
different States to elicit the answers to it. That 
will be the extent.of the work. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. WELLER, from the committee of confer- 


I think that the work which | 


ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the bill making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1855, reported that, having met, and, after full and 
free conference, they have agreed to recommend, 
and do recommend, to their respective Houses, as 
follows: 


Tirat the Senate recede from their first, ninth, eleventh, 
thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, and nineteenth amend- 
ments, disagreed to by the House. 

That the House agree to the third amendment of the Sen- 
ate, with the following. amendment: Strike out “ ninety- 
three thousand four hundred and eighty-five,’ and insert 
* thirty-three thousand nine hundred.”’ 

That the House agree to the tenth amendment of the 
Senate, with the following amendment: Strike out “ fifty- 
two thousand four hundred and seventy-five dollars and 
- Say eight cents,’’ and insert ** twenty five thousand dol- 
; ars. , 

That the House agree to the twelfth amendment of the 
Senate, wiih the following amendment: Strike out all of 
the amendment after the word “ appropriated,” in line 
eight. 

That the House agree to the sixteenth amendment of the 
Senate, with the following amendment; at the end thereof 
add: ** Provided, That such party shall not receive a pen- 
sion during coverture.”’ 
| ‘That the House recede from its disagreement to the fifth, 
| eighth, seventeenth, eighteenth, twentieth, and twenty- 
first amendments of the Senaie, and agree to said amend- 
me ils. 


The amendments from which the committee 
recommend the Senate to recede were as follows: 


| subsistence in Kind, $1,028,497,’’ so as to make 
| the appropriation $1,285,621 25. 


The ninth, which was to insert: 


For the construction of a military road from the Rio 
| Grande, near BE] Paso, to the river Colorado, and for sinking 
| wells therein, $12,000, to be expended under the direction 
of the Secretary of War. 


_ The eleventh, which was to insert in the follow- 
ing section the words * and properly:”’ 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 


amine into and ascertain the amount of expenses incurred, 


nia in the suppression of Indian hostilities w¥hin the said 


| and that the amount of such expenses, when so ascertained, 
be paid into the treasury of said State: Provided, That 
the sum so paid shall not exceed in amount the sum of 
$924,259 65; which amount is hereby appropriated, out of 
any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


The thirteenth, which was to insert: 


ter’s Department, as to the commandants of the arsenals in 
the Ordnance Department. 


The fourteenth, which was to insert: 


extra pay to the officers and enlisted men of the Ariny serv- 
ing in Oregon and California, be extended to the officers 
and men composing the garrison of the post of Fort Laramie 
| on the Oregon route, for the same period of time as was al- 
| lowed by the sixth section of the act of third of March, 1853, 
to the officers and men of the two companies of regiment of 


|| mounted riflemen that garrisoned Fort Laramie, and that 


the provisions of the same section of the same act be also 
extended to the officers and men composing the escort to 
the Mexican Roundary Commission, while they were serv- 
ing as such escort. 


Fifteenth, which was to add to the bill several 
| sections, commonly called the retired list bill, 
which has heretofore passed the Senate. 
be found at length in the proceedings of yester- 
day. 





had already passed the Senate, for the increase of 
the pay of the officers and men of the Army, and 
which will be found in the proceedings of yester- 
day. 


recommend the House to agree to, with an amend- 
ment, was to insert: 

For purchase of a site and construction of an arsenal 
at Benicia, California, $93,485. 


The amendment which the committee recom- 


| and insert ‘* $33,900. ’’ 


The tenth amendment, which the committee rec- 
| 


/ommend the House to agree to, with an amend- 


| ment, was to insert: 


For completing the Mendota and Big Sioux river road, 
in accordance with the estimates of the Secretary of War, 
$52,475 68, to be expended under the direction of the Sec- 
retary of War. 


The amendment to it, which the committee rec- 








War be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to ex- | 
and now actually and properly paid, by the State of @alifor- | 


| State prior to the first of January, Anno Domini 1854, | 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, Thatthe same allow- | 
ance in respect of rations be hereafter made to the military || 
commandant of the Schuyikill arsenal, in the Quartermas- | 


Sec. —. And be it further enaeted, That the provisions | 
of the first section of the act entitled “ An act making ap- | 
propriations for the support of the Army for the year ending | 
30th June, 1851,”? approved September 28, 1850, granting | 


It will | 


Nineteenth, which was to add the bill which | 


The third amendment, which the committee | 


EAS CONGRESSIONAL GCLGRE. _ 


a a ae 


| which may be found necessary to 


| States troops who perished by the 
steamship San Francisco, be paid out of an 

| Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 4nd h 

| counting officers of 

| are herehy, authoriz 


teamed “ g 9 
| ae strike out ** $52,475 63,” 


| printed in italics, 





So 


August 4 


— 


and ing 


The twelfth amendment was to insert: 
Sec. —. ind be it further enacted, That the 


a, 
March, 1854, to the widows fa y+. 


amn: ' 
under the act o¢ 5 


recent disaster to | 
¥ money jn y, 


the . 
Treasury Department le a - 


a d and directed to caus . 
on the hooks of the Treasury on account of adeeamt 
ment of the United States Army, whose widows © OF dey 
dren may be entitled to the benefits of the second — 
the said act of the 27th March, 1854. Section oy 


The committee recommend the Ho 


, _ , USE to aor 
to it with an amendment, to strike ou “s 


t the worg 


The sixteenth amendment was to add: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the act appre 
September 28, 1850, entitled ** An act granting bounty ia 
to certain officers and soldiers who have been enga,..." 
the military service of the United States,” the act es 
March 22, 1852, entitled ** An act to make land is 


| assignable, and for other purposes,” and the act appro 
prove 


February 23, 1853, eutitled “ An act to continue half p: 

certain widows and orphans,” shall not be so construed 
to deprive any widow of the benefits therein granteg ; 
the services of the husband, though she may have mary; 
again: Provided, That the applicant is a widow at the te 
of making the claim. . 


The amendment with which the committee 


ommend the House to agree to it, was to add 


the end: 

Provided, That such party shall not receive q Pensio 
during coverture. 

The amendments, from their disagreement :; 
which the committee recommend the Hous: » 
recede, were the following: 

Fifth, which was to insert: 


For the payment of claims adjudicated by the boar: 
Army Officers appointed by the Secretary of War uné 
the sixth section of the act of August 31, 1852, $129,845 


Eighth, which wag to insert appropriations 


| carry out various treaties made with Indian tri) 


since the passage of the Indian appropriation )i 


The seventeenth, which was to add: 


And he it further enacted, That the Secretary of Wart 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to receive, aj 
cause to be placed on the files of his Department, suc 
additional muster-rolls of the battalion of volunteers cow 
manded by Lieutenant Colonel J. C. Frémont, in Cali 
nia, duly authenticated by the proper officers, as have nod 
heretofore been received and filed, and to cause sueh cor 
rections of the muster-rolls to be made in regard to | 
periods of enlistment and terms of service, and the oni 
sion of names of the members of said battalion, as wy 
satisfactory proof he may deem right and proper, and, as fy 
as practicable, to correspond with the pay-rolls of Major? 
B. Reading, paymaster of said battalon, with respect w 
the period of service, so that all who have served in the 
military service of the United States in California dung 
the late war with Mexico, whether under command 
naval or military officers, may be entitled to all the benets 
of all the acts of Congress providing for the enrollment: 
volunteers in the Mexican war, provided that no paymen 
shall be made in consequence of this section beyond | 
sum heretofore appropriated. 


The twentieth, which was to add: 


And be it further enacted, That in the event tha! th 
Secretary of War shall deem it inconsistent with the Wi 
ests of the military service to furnish a sufficient porin 
| the military buildings at Fort Leavenworth for the use 
the territorial government of Kansas, the sum of $2, 
shall be, and in that contiagency hereby is, appropri’ 
for the erection of public buildings for the use of the Leas 





directions of the Governor of said Perritory. 


The twenty-first, which was to add: 

And be it further enacted, That the sums appropriatr<! 
the actof March 3, 1849, for the removal and subsistence 
the Menomonees, and for the establishment of a mao! 
labor school, &c., for them, and now remaining !) 
Treasury, together with the sums for pay of a miller, he 
tofore appropriated, be paid to or expended for the ben 
of said Menomonee Indians, according to the stipulali 
of said supplementary and amendatory articles. 


The report was concurred in. 
PRINTING SENATE DEBATES. 


Mr. BROWN. I now ask the Senate to t*! 
up the resol.tion which I introduced yesterday,’ 





| reference to the publication of the proceedings 
.| the Senate. 


mend to that amendment is to strike out ‘*$93,485”” || 


i 


The PRESIDENT. If there is no objection 
the resolution will be taken up. 
Mr. CHASE. 1 object. 


lows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate pay — 
contingent fund of the Senate to the proprietors of the! 
| National Intelligencer, and Sentinel, for publishing the 4 


|| bates and proceedings of the Senate for the last and pres 


|| Congress, up to the conclusion of the 
|| rate of $4 50 per column: 


present session, al 
Provided, That neither 


phans of the 1,,,. 


lature of the Territory of Kansas, to be expended ander 04 


The PRESIDENT. The resolution is #s 
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:mals which may have already been paid for any 
if the above service, shall be again paid tor the same. 


™ ti 0 
vir, CHASE. I object to the consideration of 
Or, BROWN. On 
Several SENATORS. 
Mr. CHASE. 
nnot object. 
Or. BROWN. Theresolution was introduced 


what ground ? 
It is in order to take it up. 
If it is in order, I, of course, 


esierday—that is, the congressional yesterday; 
. this congressional day commenced at eight 


atclock. It was introduced before the last adjourn- 
oo PRESIDENT. The Chair is of the opinion 
that it is in order. ‘ : 

Mr. CHASE. I will ask the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi to explain to me the resolution. Does it 
provide for the payment for the publication of any 
speeches printed atany time? 

‘Mr. BROWN. It does not provide for the pay- 
ment of those which have already been paid for. 
it does not provide for double payment, of course. 

Mr, CHASE. These papers have not been 

the regular reporters of the Senate. They have 

rinted such speeches of Senators as they thought 
it to print; and the proposition of my friend from 
Mississippi is to pay them®so much per column 
for what they thought fit to print. hat being 
the case, | move to insert the words * National 
Era,’ which paper has given a much larger circu- 
iation than the others to the speeches of Senators; 
and upon che amendment, I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

On the question of ordering the yeas and nays, 
only six Senators rose in the affirmative. 

Mr.CHASE. [wish to say a word in respect 
tothe amendment. The proposition presented by 
the resolution is to pay three of the political 
papers of this city for the printing of such speeches 
as they have thought fit to publish from time to | 
tume.. Whatever speeches of members of the Sen- 
ate those papers have published are to be paid for at 
$4 50 percolumn. They havegivena circulation 
of some two or three thousand to those speeches. 
The National Era hasa circulation of over twenty- 
five thousand subscribers, and the speeches which 
it has published have gone to that number of peo- 
ple. If there is any reason whatever for paying 
any paper of this city for printing the speeches of 
members of the Senate, it applies doubly to that 
paper. All that | ask—and I trust the Senate will 
give us at least that open expression of their de- | 
termination—is the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered and taken— 
yeas 9, nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Chase, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Gillette, 
Rockwell, Seward, Sumner, and Wade—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bell, Benjamin, 
Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Cass, Dawson, Dodge of 
Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Evans, Geyer, Hous- | 


ton, Hunter, Jones of Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, 
Norris, Pettit, Stuart, Toombs, Toucey, and Weiler— 26. 





| 
} 
| 


So the amendment was rejected, and the ques- 
tion recurred on the resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS. I cannot vote for that resolu- | 
tion. 1 am not disposed to consume the time of | 
the Senate in giving my reasons why I cannot. I | 
only wish to say this: The resolution proposes to 
go back to the last session of Congress and pay | 
for any speeches that may have been published in | 
these papers during the last session, as well as 
this. I make it a rule that no man shall make me 
his debtor without my consent, nor shall he make 
this Government his debtor, so far as my vote is 
concerned, without the consent of the authority 
authorized to bind the Government. These papers | 
have published a portion of the proceedings, a por- 
tion of the speeches, doubtless the most interest- 
ing, and such as they thought proper to select; 
but, sir, if you go back and pay them, why not 
pay every other paper in the United States which 
has published any of the speeches or proceedings 
of Congress? All the other papers of the coun- 
try are publishing a portion of them; would there 
not be as much propriety and as much justice in 
paying other papers which receive, nothing from 
the Government, as to pay those which are receiv- 
ing large contracts and large benefits from the 
Government? I cannot see the justice of the reso- 
lution, and shall not vote for it. 

Mr.BRIGHT. The price proposed to be paid 

y the resolution is very low. It will be money 


well expended; but I shall not occupy time by 
talking on it. 





| 

. ) | 

at resolution. 
i 


| 


pay them. 
Mr. SEWARD. 


upon it, 
The yeas ard nays were ordered. 
Mr. TOOMBS. This is the most extraordi- 
nary proposition | have ever known in this body. 
Here are papers in the city of Washington which 
print what speeches they like for party uses, and 
leave out the rest, and the Senate is called on to 
It is absolutely outrageous. 
Each of the papers prints 
the speeches which it likes; and as they are dif- 


| ferent in tastes, most of the speeches get printed; 


| away from any commerce. 


| the proposition. 


and if we had adopted the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, we should have had the whole of 
them. But I am for the resolution even without 
that amendment. The seat of Government is 
There is no business 
but the public business to support a newspaper. 
The resolution is proper. 

Mr. CHASE. 
tional Era for the purpose of testing the principle, 
not because | intended to vote for the resolution, 
if it was so amended. I agree with the Senator 
from Georgia in his estimate of the character of 


Mr. TOOMBS. 


If you give to one, give 
to all. 

Mr. BROWN. Let it be done. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I want to vote to put the Era 
on the list. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will observe 
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| Mr. ADAMS. I ask for the yeas and nays 


| proposed to insert the Na- | 


I ask to have my name record- | 
| ed in favor of the Era. 


| that the rule requires unanimous consent to do | 


that. 

Mr. ADAMS. I object. 

Mr. BROWN. The resolution, though sub- 
mitted by myself, was drawn up by the Senator 


| from Maryland, [Mr. Pearce,] now absent, who 


| to offer it, which I did. 


was compelled to leave the Chamber last evening. 
He put the resolution into my hand, and asked me 
| approved it to this 


| extent, at least, that it seemed to me to be just 








towards al) parties, taking in the Sentinel, Union, 
and Intelligencer. I think if one ought to be paid, 
all ought to be paid. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, re- 
sulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bell, Benjamin, Bright, Brod- 
head, Brown, Cass, Douglas, Fish, Foot, Houston, Hunter, 
James, Pettit, Rusk, Seward, Toucey, and Weller—18. 

NAYS—Messers. Adams, Atchison, Bayard, Chase, Clay, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Evans, Fessenden, 
Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gillette, Jones of lowa, Jones of Ten- 
nessee, Mallory, Mason, Rockwell, Slidell, Stuart, Sum- 
ner, Toombs, and Wade—22. 


So the resolution was rejected. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message was received from the House of Rep- | 


resentatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that they had agreed tothe report of the 
committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the bill making appropria- 
tions for the support of the Army for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1855. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. MALLORY, from the committee of con- | 


ference on the disagreeing votes of thetwo Houses 
on the bill making appropriations for the naval 
service for the year ending the 30th of June, 1855, 
reported: 


That they had met the conferees on the part of the House 
of Representatives, and, after full and free conference, had 
been unable to agree, and they report the bill, with the 


amendments, back to the Senate. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the Senate in- 
sisted on their amendments, and asked another 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 


Ordered, That the committee of conference on the part 
of the Senate be appointed by the President pro tempore. 


And Mr. Matiory, Mr. Bricur, and Mr. 


Geyer were appointed. 
ROSALIE CAXILLO. 


On motion by Mr. ADAMS, the Senate, as in | 
| Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 


the bill from the House of Representatives for the 
relief of Rosalie Caxillo. 

It proposes to direct a warrant to be issued to 
her for a quarter section of land, to be located on 
any land of the Government subject to private 
entry in the Augusta land district, Mississipp1. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without || 
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amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


BOUNTY LANDS. 


House bill to repeal the first proviso of the fourth 
section of the act entitled ** An act granting bounty 
lands to certain officers and soldiers who have been 
engaged in the military service of the United 
States,”’ approved September 28, 1850, was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. CHASE, Let that be considered now. 

The bill was read a second time by unanimous 
consent, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. STUART. I will ask the Senator from 
lowa if he knows what is the substance of that 
proviso? 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I do, for I have ex- 
amined the law. It prohibits any member of Con- 
gress, who was such in 1850, when the law was 
passed, from taking the benefits of the act. There 
were a great number of colonels, majors, and 
generals in the Congress of 1850, when the law 
was passed, and they wished to be very patriotic, 
and they excluded themselves from the benefits of 
it. ‘This allows them to take its benefits, 

Mr. STUART. [I think itis right. They are 
the poorest paid persons that we have under the 
Government. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. This bill is entirely right; 
but | want to add two other sections to it for the 
extension of the bounty land laws. 

Several Senators. Oh, no! 

Mr. BROWN. The bill will be lost if we do 
that. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Gentlemen were so anx- 
ious to pass them some time ago, that I thought 
[ would give them an opportunity to do it now; 
but | hear ‘*Oh, no!’”’ **Oh, no!’ all over the 
Chamber. 

Mr.STUART. It will cause the bill to be lost. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. They would pass 
House; but, if it is contrary to the sense of the 
Senate to offer them, I shall not do it. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered toa third reading, read a third 
time, and passed. 


SOUTHERN BOUNDARY OF NEW MEXICO. 


The bill from the House of Representatives de- 
claring the southern boundary of New Mexico, 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I ask for its consideration 
now. 

The bill was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct that, until otherwise pro- 
vided by law, the territory acquired under the 
Gadsden treaty, shall be incorporated into the 
Territory of New Mexico, and be subject to all 
its laws. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a third 
time, and passed. 


EXTRA COMPENSATION. 

The joint resolution from the House, making 
appropriation for the payment of those entitled to 
the benefits of the resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the United States, passed Au- 
gust 3, 1854, voting extra compensation to pages, 
folders, and others, was read twice, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. WALKER, I move to amend by adding 
an additional resolution: 

ind be it further resolved, That there be paid to the 
laborers in the Capitol ground, for the present fiscal year, 


twenty per cent. upon the amount now allowed them by 
law in addition thereto. 


Mr. STUART. I hope the Senate will not 
agree to the amendment. It seems to me we had 
better let the House take their own subjects by 
themselves. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. These men stand out 
in rain and snow. They do hard work, and are 
exposed to every kind of weather. I hope the 
Senate will agree to the amendment. 

The amendment was rejected—ayes eight, noes 
not counted, » 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate, 
ordered to a third reading, read a third time, and 
passed. 


ttl ct 


— —— 


A. 8S. LAUGHERY. 


On motion by Mr. PETTIT, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the con- 
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Laughery. 

it proposes to direct that upon its being made 
to appear to the Commissioner of Pensions by 
sufficient proof, to be judged of by him, that 
Laughery served as a cierk in the Commissary 
Department of the United States Army in Mexico, 
during the late war with that nation, it shall be the 
duty of the Commissioner of Pensions to issue 
to him a land warrant for such an amount of acres 
(nccording to the time of the service proved) as he 


would have been entitled to under existing laws, | 
if he had served the same time in the Army of the | 


United States in that war. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a third 
time, and passed. 


HON. JARED W. WILLIAMS. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I rise to a privileged 
question. It will be remembered that this morn- 
ing, some hours since, the report which had been 
made from the Committee on the Judiciary upon 
the right of the gentleman from New Hampshire 
to his seatas a Senator from New Hampshire was 
acted upon. That Senator, in feeble health, left 


the body last night, but before doing so, consulted | 


with me upon the subject as to the possibility of 
the question coming up. I told him that I thought 
there was no possibility of it whatever. He left 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL G 


LOBE. 


sideration of Heuse bill for the relief of A. 8S. | Mr. BRIGHT. The grounds have already || ask that the report may be read, and le F 


August, 


_ been stated by the Judiciary Committee very ably || the simple language of the committee, goal 


in their aes 
| Mr. B 


Mr. BRIGHT. 

| time. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. That report has never 
been seen by Senators. It was printed very late 
last night, or certainly it had not been laid upon 

| our tables before. 

Mr. BUTLER. It was printed yesterday morn- 


It would bea useless waste of 


ing. 
The PRESIDENT. Does any Senator desire 
the report to be read? 
Several Senarors. Oh, no. 
Mr. DODGE, of lowa, called for the yeas and 
| Nays on the motion to reconsider; and they were 
| ordered. 
| Mr. MASON. I shall vote for the motion to 
reconsider, although I have entire confidence in the 
Judiciary Committee. I, for one, must admit I | 
have not seen their report. I have no doubt it 

‘| will reach the case; but the business which has 
pressed upon us for the last twenty-four hours has 
precluded me from examining it. The honorable 

| gentleman was a Senator, and represented the 

| State until the report was made; and it is enough 
for me that he asks for the reconsideration, so that 
he may be heard. 


'LER. The report had better be read. || 


with me the request to state, if itshould come up, || 
that he desired to be heard upon it. I now move 
a reconsideration of the vote in that case. [ think 
it is but fair that we should reconsider it, to give || 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 


'| resulted—yeas 19, nays 16; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Bayard, Bell, Brodhead, 
Butler, Chase, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of 
Iowa, Douglas, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Houston, Johnson, 


him an opportunity to state the grounds upon || Jones of Iowa, Mallory, Mason, Norris, and Weller—19. 
| 


which he claims the seat. Surely no more cour- 
teous member has ever occupied a seat in this body | 
than he is, and I trust the motion will prevail. 

Mr. SEWARD. I desire to inquire whether | 
the motion is made with the expectation of con- | 
sidering the subject now ? 
fe COOPER. There is not time enough for 
that. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. That will be a matter | 
for the Senate to decide. 1 could not have dis- | 
charged my duty and obligation to my friend, 
after what I stated to him, unless I had made the | 
motion. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I hopeit will not be regarded 
as discourteous to object to that motion. We | 
have Jess than an hour and a half of time to doa 
great deal of business in. Fifteen minutes are | 
worth a great deal to the Senate. I hope the | 
Senate will not reconsider the vote. 

Mr. BAYARD. 1 made the motion to con- || 


| 





NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benjamin, Bright, Cooper, Fish, 


Gillette, Hunter, James, Jones of Tennessee, Pratt, Rock- 
well, Seward, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, 
and Wade—16. 


So the motion to reconsider was agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WeLieR 
in the chair.) The report is now before the Sen- 
ate. 

Mr. PETTIT. In view of the shortness of 
the session,and the necessity of passing a few 
private bills, and one especially which my friend 
from lowa has here, I move to postpone the fur- 


|| ther consideration of the subject until December 
| next. 


Several Senators. No! no! 
Mr. PETTI7T. Senators say ‘‘ no! no!” and, 


under other circumstances, | should say no; but 


I would rather we should be at the expense of the 


gentleman coming here next year, than consume 


time now with hearing his speech, which will 


sider the report last night, after consultation with || occupy the residue of the session. 1 make the 


several members of the committee, under what I || 
conceived a sense of duty to the Senate. Having | 
performed that duty, if it is the wish of the Sei- 


motion to postpone. 


Mr. CHASE. I wish simply to say that I 
voted for the reconsideration because some of the 


ate to reconsider the vote, if they think it proper |; ~entlemen in charge of the report voted for it. The 


that the gentleman who represents the State of 
New Hampshire should be heard, I have no ob- || 
pence to interpose. I have performed my duty. | 

am perfectly satisfied with any disposition of | 
the matter the Senate chooses to make. 

Mr. WALKER. Suppose this vote should be 
reconsidered, is there the least probability that the | 
Senate will reverse a decision made as solemnly | 
as it was in the case of Mr. Phelps? I think not. | 
The motion to reconsider, therefore, will only | 
procrastinate the pericd when the same decision | 
must inevitably be had; and at this late period of 
the session, without entertaining any but the most | 
kindly feeling for the honorable gentleman from || 
New Hampshire, I should regret to see the vote || 
reconsidered. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I apprehend that there || 
are different facts in this case from those in the | 
one indicated by the Senator from Wisconsin. I | 
trust the motion to reconsider will prevail, and | 
that we shall, at least, allow our friend who is | 
about to leave us to be heard. 

Mr. WELLER. The Senator from New 
Hampshire desires to be heard upon this question. 
1 shall be prepared to vote to reconsider, because 
I do not believe in passing judgment against him 
at three or four o’clock in the morning, without 
allowing him an opportunity to beheard. As the || 
Senator from lowa says, he desires to be heard, || 
and [ shall certainly vote for the reconsideration. | 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I desire for him that | 
he should state the grounds upon which he claims | 
a seat as a Senator from New Hampshire. 1am |, 
sure he desires to do so. 








| 





Senator who is in charge of it thinks the public 
interest will not suffer by extending the courtesy 
toa gentleman who has been associated with us in 
this Chamber, and I should be one of the last to 
fail to give him that courtesy. 

Mr. PRATT. I am willing to let them assume 
the responsibility of the probability of defeating 
some of the appropriation bills by the extension of 
a courtesy to our friend; but I cannot assume it. 

Mr.CLAY. I will state to the Senate that they 
need not be oe of losing any of the 
appropriation bills, unless the House should con- 
clude not to pass them at all, for | am very sure 
that they will either not pass any, except the civil 
and diplomatic bill, or the session will have to be 
extended. On behalf of the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, | now say that it will be impossible 
to compare the bills by twelve o’clock. We have 
just finished the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill, and have not touched the Army, Navy, or 
Post Office bill. 

The motion to postpone was not agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WELLER.) 


| The question is on concurring in the report of the 
| committee. 


Mr. ATCHISON. I move that the gentleman 
from New Hampshire have leave to state his case 
to the Senate. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BUTLER. I do not intend to say a word 
upon the subject. If 1 were to do so, I should 


have to go into a minute statement of facts, not 
| altogether agreeable to my feelings. I therefore 


i 
| 








rary appointment was made the Legislature of N 


The report was read. 
But.er, and is as follows: 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was Teferres 
following preamble and resolution of the Senate, 
the same under consideration, and report; ” Mews 


Whereas, the Hon. Jared W. Williams was aq ; 
his Excellency the Governor of New Hampshire 
cess of the Legislature of that State, to fill a Pneeae ray. 
Senate of the United States, which had happened. 
death of the Hon. Charles G. Atherton, a Gensies by a 
term of service would have continued till the 4t) of Me 
1859; and whereas it is understood that since that jo 


ew Hay 
nh, and », 


It was made by » 


shire has been convened at their regular sessip 
adjourned to the last Wednesday of May next, withos.. 
ing such vacancy, and that said State still claims me 
representation under said appointment, which ihe q 
is not at liberty to surrender by his act withoy : 
of the Senate: at his request, therefore, 

Resolved, That the subject be referred to the 
on the Judiciary, to inquire into the facts conne 
and to make such report as they deem proper, 
Senate to determine whether the right of r 
under said appointment has expired. 


Under this resolution the committee are required tp 
quire into the facts connected with the case, and tp », 
such report as they deem proper, to enable the Sena, 
determine whether the right of representation unde; , 
appointment had expired. 

As the question to be determined must depend, in 
measure, on the proceedings of the Legislature ay . 
stitution of New Hagnpshire, the committee submit thy 
lowing as a part of their report, having a bearing og 
case: 


COMMUNICATION FROM THE GOVERNOR TO THE Lag. 
LATURE. : 
To the Senate and House of Representatives ; 

[ have signed all the bills and resolutions whieh yoy y 
passed the present session, and presented for my approy 
(except the bills and resolutions which I have returyy 
the House of Representatives, with my objection then» 
and having been informed by a joint committee of y 
branches of the Legislature that you have finished they 
ness before you, and are ready to adjourn, by the au 
vested in me I do hereby adjourn the Legislature to jhe) 
Wednesday of May next. N.B. BAK&; 

Councit CHAMBER, July 15, 1854. 


t the acy 


Commiry 
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C presenta 


Constitution of New Hampshire—page 23. 

‘¢ The Senate and House shall assemble every yearm 
first Wednesday of June, aud at such other tmes a 
may judge necessary; and shall dissolve and be diss 
seven days next preceding the said first Wednesiy 
June, and shall be styled the General Court of New |, 
shire.” 


From the language of the Governor’s communicate 
the Legislature, it seems to have been his judgmen 
the session had closed; and from the language of they 
stitution, it would appear that it will have terminated» 
day mentioned, as by another provision of the constiy 
the Governor on the same day is required to dissoly 
Legislature. In this view of the subject, in proprio 
the Legislature had no power of assembling from the: 
of its adjournment, as announced by the Governor, 
the last Wednesday of May next, when its existence 
nated. 

There was a power in the Governor, should the gu 
welfare require it, to call the Legislature togethers 
existing body. But when so called together, what 
have been the character of such a meeting? Woulit 
have been a distinct session, carrying with its av 
doings all the incidents of a separate session? Such 
seem to bea fairinference. This being conceded, 
would follow, that the late Legislature did adjourn 
in the legal import of the term. If this is a legitima 
clusion, this case, cannot in any particular, be distingy 
from that decided by the Senate in the case of the! 
Samuel 8. Fhelps, a Senator from Vermont, and the 
mittee refer to that case as the authority for theirc 
sion in the case under consideration. 

In response to the resolution, the committee are of 
ion that ‘* the right of representation under the appoi 
has expired.”? 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

A message was received from the Hout 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Cleri 
nouncing that the Speaker had signed the {0 
ing enrolled bills: : 

An act making appropriations for the ci 
diplomatic expenses of Government for the 
ending 30th June, 1855, and for other purpe 

An act for the relief of J. C. Buckles, of L 
ville, Kentucky; De 

An act to graduate and reduce the price ® 
public lands to actual settlers and cultivators 

An act for the relief of Patrick Gass; 

An act for the relief of [ra Call, of 
county, Ohio; 

An act to increase the pay of the rank s! 
of the Army, and encourage enlistmen!s; 

An act for the relief of Thomas C. Gree" 

An act for the relief of Jacob Baker, 0 
dusky city, Ohio; 

An act authorizing the Secretary of the? 
ury to settle the accounts of Thomas Jor! 
sistant quartermaster in the United States 4 
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